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Abstract

Rape is an unspeakable story, Mo trauma stories such as rape are easy to tell and, onee told, ars
usually not listened to. Many writers, including rape survivors, find literature an avenue to tell their
stories and parsuade the readers to get involved in the struggles to end the viclence against woman,
Mareover, they manage to avoid voyeurism and censure by relocating truth from the legalistic
jurisdiction of true stories to the realm of fistion. In the study of rape in literature, the readers should
not focus simply on the content of the stories. This paper examines social and cullural constraints
that make the issues of sexual violence unspeakable in Thai society. It argues that the emerging
voices of female viclims of sexual viclence are usually silenced by the reading canventions that
society uses to make sense of those voices and that the politics of interpretation must be {aken into
account in the study of female sexual violence, Three novels by contemporary Thai women writers
are selected for this study. They are Hunf by Tommayanies, Living on the Edge of the World by
An-chun and Behind the Cloud-Patterned Screen by Piyaporm Sak-kassm.



