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THE ROLE OF LITERATURE IN THE 215" CENTURY

Chulalongkn»rn University
V‘v‘\v\ U ) ,“ ”“‘7 id "“7

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO
A TALK SERIES oN

- ~ =
- ~ =
o~ 7
o~ o
~

LITERATURE ~
IN
THE 21+ CENTURY ~~

INTERDISCIPLINARITY, INTERSECTIONALITY AND
INTERNATIONALITY OF LITERARY STUDIES IN THE GLOBAL AGE
WEDNESDAY, JULY 11, 2018, 10.00 - 12.00
ROOM 814 MAHA CHAKRI SIRINDHORN BUILDING

LITERATURE AND COMMERCE
TUESDAY, JULY 17, 2018, 10.00 - 12.00
ROOM 814 MAHA CHAKRI SIRINDHORN BUILDING

sy BENNETT YU-HSIANG FU
NATIONAL TAIWAN UNIVERSITY

Professor Bennett Fu is an expert in Contemporary
American Literature, Asian North American Studies,
Canadian Literature, Quebecois Studies and
Race/Ethnicity Studies and Multiculturalism.

Sponsored by FREE REGISTRATION
Air Asia

SIGN UP AT
The Association of Southeast Asian Institutions of Higher Learning A ) . W
Office of International Affairs and Global Network Chulalongkorn University
Department of Comparative Literature, Department of English, an‘d . CONTACT
Office of Internationalization and Organizational Inage Enhancement, - . NIRADA.S@CHULA.AC.TH
Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University K _l': FOR MORE INFORMATION

v

ﬂm:é’ﬂwsmam%ma@%aﬂaLsiwﬁqmwﬁmaﬁ"m The Role of Literature in the 21* Century
1n® Professor Bennett Yu-Hsiang Fu
Sudi 11 NINNIAN 2561 1381 10.00-12.00 u. e "Interdisciplinarity, Intersectionality and Internationality of Literary Studies in
the Global Age"
Fuil 17 n3ngrau 2561 13an 10.00-12.00 u. %ade "Literature and Commerce”

al 9189 814 91ANTUMIANIATUST ANEBNYIANENS I
Aaulaanunsnamedoulan (nelutun 6 nsngrau 2561)
ausaRnseaeuauled nirada.s@chula.ac.th
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A Medical Humanities Talk:
Epidemic in Early America: Facts and Fict

Chulalongkorn Unive

THE FACULTY OF ARTS'
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO

A MEDICAL HUMANITIES TALK

EPIDEMICS
IN EARLY AMERICA:
FACTS AND FICTIONS

The first successful preventive measure against smallpox —
inoculation — made its debut in the British colonies in the early
1700s, setting in motion the epidemiological work that would
eventually give rise to modern germ theories. For every fact
physicians added to their arsenal regarding communicable dis-
orders, American writers plumbed the depths of uncertainty
about how and why human beings fell ill. From novels about
yellow fever in the South and yaws on Caribbean plantations to
short stories about pestilence and daring escapes from quaran-
tine, a robust plague writing tradition emerged in American belle
lettres. Infection was in the sentence, and fiction as much as
fact gave form to meaning of contagion in early America.

TIME : 9.30-11.30 AM.
DATE : TUESDAY JULY 10, 2018
VENUE : MAHA CHAKRI SIRINTHORN BUILDING, ROOM 401/18

FREE ADMISSION
REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED

ONLINE REGISTRATION AT BY DR. KELLY L BEZIO
e o0, 0Ual SVED HrLg DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
OR SCAN THE QR CODE —H .

_ : TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
REGISTRATION CLOSES: N r'J' CORPUS CHRISTI
JULY 5, 2018, 11.00 AM. h -

v

madmawsanguradigiaulaisinilnisusseeises
A Medical Humanities Talk: Epidemic in Early America: Facts and Fictions 1ag Dr.Kelly L. Bezio
drsesnslan

(1381 9.30-11.30 U. 84 %84 401-18 PIANSUMIINIFIUST)
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VISIT TO BEIJING

@] News from the International Affairs Section

Faculty of Arts Dean Kingkarn Thepkanjana, SN N\ NNNNNNNR A NN IV IV VI VT I IS F 7~
= s - - . ® ®

accompanied by Associate Dean Suradech
Chotiudompant, and Assistant Dean Theerawat
Theerapojjanee, paid official visits to several
leading universities in Beijing to strengthen

international relationships and explore further
opportunities for collaboration.

On June 19, 2018, the delegates visited various
institutes at Tsinghua University. They met with
Professor Yu Shijie, Director of Online Education
Office and Deputy Director, Ministry of Education
Research Center for Online Education, and Wang
Xiaoxiao, Deputy Director of the Online Education
Office, to learn about Xuetangx.com, the online
education platform pioneered and used by Tsinghua
University. Since its launch in 2013, Xuetangx.
com has become the third largest MOOC platform,
with more than 1,500 MOOCs accessed by more
than 11 million learners worldwide. The discussion
also entailed how the Faculty of Arts could send
some of its MOOCs to be posted on this significant
platform to reach a wider readership, as well as
how to encourage lecturers to create MOOCs and
use them as part of their teaching.
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Later, the Dean and the delegates from the Faculty met L i :
with Professor Yan Haiping, Chair of the Department “\“%ﬁﬁn ““ \“\“‘m\“‘
of Foreign Languages and Literatures and Director of
the Institute for World Literatures and Cultures (IWLC).
As part of the discussion, Professor Yan introduced

the delegates to the teaching and activities of the
department as well as the collaborations it has enjoyed

with various leading universities in the West, such as
Oxford University, Cornell University, and Stanford
University. According to her, the department also
initiated the grouping of research clusters focusing
on such topics as literary history, the history of
ideas, and civilization and everyday life. In order for
the partnership between the Department of Foreign
Languages and Literatures, Tsinghua University, and
the Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University, to move
forward, Professor Yan suggested the gathering of key
faculty researchers to present their research findings

awmﬂ
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at Tsinghua under the World Maps and World Cultures
program. In this collaboration, researchers from both
institutes may venture together on the relationship
between Thailand and China.

On June 20, 2018, the delegates visited Professor Guo
Liping, Deputy Director of the Peking University Institute
for Medical Humanities. The discussion involved the
introduction of medical humanities teaching and research
provided at the Peking University Health Science Center,
especially their program in biomedical English. This
interdisciplinary program combines medical science
- and the humanities to fulfill the needs of graduates who
wish to work in healthcare and related industries where
language skills are required. In addition, Professor Guo
also related how the introduction of certain subjects
such as the history of disease in Chinese literature, the
concept of body, and life writing, helps enrich the mind
of medical students, creating in them an awareness of

a more human-centered dimension of medical science.

On the same day, the delegates visited Beijing Foreign
Studies University (BFSU). Founded in 1941, BFSU
was established with its prime objective to teach foreign
languages and cultures to Chinese students. Starting with
the Russian language, BFSU now boasts the teaching
of altogether 98 languages and cutting-edge research in
language and culture. The meeting was led by Professor
Sun Xiaomeng, Dean of the School of Asian and African
Studies. Professor Sun introduced the delegates to the
School’s four main research directions, namely language
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and culture, translation, social science, and geography. The Present at the meeting included the Head of the Thai Section
establishment of Thai as an increasingly popular language option  and other instructors and students, who shared their views and
for current BFSU students is also part of BSFU’s accomplishment.  experience of Thai language learning at BFSU.

On June 21, 2018, the host of the
morning meeting was the Center
for Chinese Linguistics, Peking
University. The program started
with Dean Kingkarn Thepkanjana
introducing the audience to the
research profile of linguistic studies
at Chulalongkorn University.
Afterwards, the faculty members of
the Center, led by Center Director
Professor Chen Baoya, took turns
presenting their research works,
ranging from the relationship
between Chinese and Kam-Tai
to computational linguistics. The
meeting concluded with an amicable
lunch hosted by the Center.

In the afternoon, the delegates visited the Thai Section of
Peking University to cement the long-lasting relationship
between the two institutes. The meeting was presided
by School of Foreign Languages’ executives Li Shujing,
Secretary-General of the Communist Party Committee,
and Professor Wu Jiewei, Deputy Dean. The event was
also enlivened by, among many others, the presence of
Professor Pei Xiaorui, Peking University Sirindhorn Chair
Professor of Thai Studies, Professor Bo Wenze, and
Associate Professor Jin Yong. All are veteran teachers of
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Thai, who kindly shared their views and experiences, especially students every four years. Some of their students and graduates
in relation to the establishment of Thai as a foreign language have received the government scholarship to spend a year at
program. At the moment, the Thai Section admits only 16 Chulalongkorn University.

On the last day, June 22, 2018, the meeting was scheduled
in the morning with the executives at the School of Chinese
as a Second Language of Peking University. Present at the

meeting were Professor Zhao Yang, Dean of the School, S ooy e
° : ° XPHNEHE Fhx
and two deputy deans, Ji Chuanbo, also Secretary of Party = T e

Committee, and Professor Liu Yuanman. The discussion
concerned the possibility of collaborative activities and the
model study on how to set up a school in language study
mainly targeting international students. Professor Zhao
pointed out how the School divided their programs of study
into two main streams (research-oriented and career-
oriented) to facilitate the needs of different types of students.
Of particular interest was its establishment of EDD (Doctor
of Education) program, a doctoral program in Chinese
international teaching, in addition to their already popular
Ph.D. in Chinese as a Second Language. In addition, the
School is also responsible for the pre-sessional Chinese
courses for non-Chinese students, as well as organizing a
summer school of Chinese language learning for interested
public. At present, the School has 40 Ph.D. students and
150 M.A. students.

The visit to Beijing is considered very productive in helping
the Faculty of Arts move forward to this era of technology
and globalization. The collaboration with Tsinghua
University is certain to modernize the teaching in the field
of humanities, while the meeting at Peking University opens
the possibility of creating ties between the humanities and
other fields such as medical science. The future of teaching
Thai as a foreign language also seems promising from its
wide acceptance among students at Peking University. The
meetings not only strengthen the ties between the Faculty of
Arts and its partner universities in China, but also expanded
the academic horizons for the Faculty of Arts to practically
serve the needs of the society and future generations.
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On Monday, July 2, 2018, the Faculty of Arts
welcomed 15 students from National Taiwan
University (NTU) for the ARTS CU Summer
Program in Thai Language and Culture (July
2-20, 2018). This Program is for internation-
al participants who wish to learn more about
Thailand and its rich history and cultural her-
itage. The program of this nature has been
earlier organized for international students
as a two-week program just for enjoyment
and knowledge until Professor Bennett Fu,
Former NTU’s Vice President suggested that
the students should also receive course cred-
its for their participation. The courses com-
prises lessons on Survival Thai and lectures
and activities on Thai culture. The classes in
survival Thai introduce the participants to the
enjoyment of communicating in the colorful
Thai language. The lectures on Thai culture
is tailored around 4 lecture topics: Thai histo-
ry, Thai society, Thai language and literature,
and Thai festivals, food and music. The cul-
ture part also includes workshops and trips to
places in Bangkok and the popular seaside
province, Hua-Hin. Towards the end of the
program, the students will be evaluated ac-
cording to their performances in exams, pre-
sentations, and research papers. The ARTS
CU Summer Program in Thai Language and
Culture is considered a perfect opportunity for
international students to learn the language in
its context and receive the course credits at
the same time.

24
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Welcoming Dongguk
University President

On May 28, 2018, Venerable Professor Han Tae-Sik,
President of Dongguk University, accompanied by
high-ranking university executives, visited the Faculty
of Arts on their mission to strengthen the relationship

between the two institutes. The group of delegates
were welcomed by Dean Associate Professor King-
karn Thepkanjana, PhD, along with faculty adminis-
trators and lecturers from the South Asian Language
Section, Eastern Languages Department. The discus-
sion involved potential collaborative projects, such as
student and staff exchange and collaboration in teach-
ing and material, especially in the field of Buddhist
studies. The discussion was kindly arranged and facil-

itated by Professor Hwang Soonil, PhD, Dongguk
Vice President for Academic Affairs and Assistant
Professor Arthid Sheravanichkul, PhD.

Since its inception in 1906, Dongguk University
has been one of the few Buddhist affiliated uni-
versities in the world. With its mission to provide
world-class education that bridges the East and
the West on many levels, the university offers a
variety of degrees in science, the humanities and
social sciences, administered through its various
colleges and graduate schools, while cherishing
three main core values: wisdom, compassion, and
endeavor.

26
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BALAC Talk #3:
A Musical Affernoon with the Yontararak Family

On Friday, May 25, 2018, the Bachelor of Arts in Language
and Culture (BALAC) organized the third instalment of the
BALAC Talks series under the title of “Music in Cultural Re-
lations with Nat Yontararak and Family.” The guest speakers

of this event were Khun Nat Yontararak and the Yontararak
family.

The afternoon began with Khun Nat performing a short
piano number to welcome the audience and introduce
his musical family. The music was played on the family’s
personal grand piano brought in from Nat Studio. For his
part, Khun Nat shared how he came to study music and
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build his expertise and reputation as Thailand’s leading pianist.
Then, his three children took the stage to talk about the Yonta-
rarak music school “Nat Studio & Nat Music School,” their philo-
sophy in music teaching, as well as the origin of their new music
hall “Sala Sudasiri Sobha.” The performance hall took its name
from H.H. Princess Sudasiri Sobha, who had been a patron of
Khun Nat throughout a large portion of his life and also funded
the construction of Nat Studio in 1985. More importantly, Miss

Paranee (Loug-tan) and Miss Pinnaree (Loug-jun) Yontararak,
both of whom are BALAC alumni, discussed how their education
and experience at BALAC have shaped and helped them in their —————
work with the family business. Loug-tan and Loug-jun especia-
lly described how BALAC not only honed their language skills,
but also fostered them to be cultured individuals, refining their
knowledge and tastes. One of the highlights of the event is the
video of the Yontararaks’ tour on the occasion of the late King

Rama IX’s passing.

Before concluding BALAC Talk #3, the Yontararak family joined
together to perform some more musical pieces, most of which

were the audience’s favorites. The piano music, played by Khun

Nat and his three children together on the same piano, was ac-

companied by the angelic vocals of Khun Sugar Yontararak.
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Czech and Slovak Century -

An Evening of Traditional Music and Dance:
Celebration of the Centenary of Czechoslovak
Independence 1918

In commemoration of the centenary of
Czechoslovakia, the Centre for European
Studies at Chulalongkorn University,
in collaboration with the Czech and
Slovak Embassies in Bangkok, hosted
an evening event on Monday June 11,
2018 at the Music Hall, Culture Building,
Chulalongkorn University.

The exquisite night began with the
welcome remarks from H.E. Mr. Ma r e
k Libf i cky, Ambassador of the Czech
Republic, and H.E. Mr. Stanislav Opiela,
Ambassador of the Slovak Republic.
During their speeches, the ambassadors
relayed their heartfelt gratitude to this
occasion where cultural heritage is
celebrated as well as their appreciation to
the Center for European Studies for the
long cooperation with the embassies.

In the opening keynote speech, Mr. Ales
VyteCka, Deputy Head of Mission at
Czech Embassy, gave a short historical
account of Czechoslovakia, which
was accompanied by a documentary
screening entitled “Independence Day 28

Written by Hatsaya Teerananon, 3rd year student
lyarat Karod, 4th year student
BALAC Program, Chulalongkorn University

October 1918 i n Prague. ” His introduction
and commentary on the national history
were dedicated to the Independence of
Czechoslovakia as well as its people and
culture.

In the second keynote speech, Assistant

Professor Verita Sriratana, PhD, Deputy
Director for Academic Affairs of the Centre

mp" mn

"

for European Studies at Chulalongkorn
University, gave a welcome remark on
behalf of the university to welcome all the
respective guests to celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of Czechoslovakia, and she
also expressed her appreciation of the
Czech and Slovak Embassies for assisting
Chulalongkorn  University in creating
a platform for knowledge and cultural
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exchange. Assistant Professor Verita Sriratana then delivered a bilingual introduction on the traditional music and dance which would
be performed by the OlSava Dance Group from Moravia, the Czech Republic.

Following the sessions, the OlSava Dance Group presented the audience with the folks songs with the theme on folk life. The
first performance is called “PodS$able,” which is performed only by men and related to the Easter Tradition. The following
performance,“Verburik,” is the farewell singing and dancing before the young men take arms signifying a sense of longing and
uncertainty as young men leave their homes, families, and lovers for war. “Cigansky” is the music and dance of the Roma, or the
gypsy community, and “Zbojnik” is a song about the lives of group of forests robbers rebelling against the authority to help the
poor. Also, the performance was accompanied by a traditional folk band in which the cimbal, or the cimbalom, a musical instrument
commonly found in Central-Eastern European cultures, was being played.

After the performance, the audience were invited to enjoy the refreshments provided by the Czech and Slovak Embassies and to
view the exclusive exhibitions on the history of Czechoslovakia, including photographs of King Prajadiphok’s visit to Czechoslovakia
in 1934, which mark the friendship between Siam and Czechoslovakia.
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News from Centre for European Studies
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Central European Literature in Thailand

As part of its Visegrad Group Presidency activities,
the Embassy of Hungary, in cooperation with the
Embassies of the Czech Republic, Poland and Slo-
vakia, and the Central and Eastern European Stu-
dies Section of the Center for European Studies at
Chulalongkorn University, organized a literary works-
hop titled ‘Central European Literature in Thailand’
on Friday 1st June, 2018 at Chula Naruemit Hall,
Chulalongkorn University. This seminar, as well as
anthropology of Central European literature in Thai
translation, was created in collaboration with the
four Central European embassies in Bangkok with
the aim to promote Thai public’'s academic interest
in the diverse yet beautiful identities of the Visegrad
alliance, namely Hungary, Czech Republic, Poland
and Slovakia, through their one of the most cheri-
shed heritage: literature.

Attended by His Excellency Péter Jakab, Ambas-
sador of Hungary, Daniel Levente Pal, a Hungarian
poet and editor, as well as staffs of the embassies
and the public, the event began with the welcome
remarks on its background, importance, and objecti-
ves. Thereafter, the audience had an opportunity to
attend an interesting lecture on Contemporary Cen-
tral European Literature by Daniel Levente Pal, who
broadened our horizon of such an unfamiliar region
as Hungary. Through the discussion and seminar, he
offered us a glimpse of the culture, history, and di-
fficulties of Hungary that have had quite an impact
on Hungarian society and its contemporary literature.
For instance, the country is located in Central Europe
region, which is in between East and West. Therefo-
re, Hungarian people, as Pal suggested, have been
struggling with their cultural identity, for they have
been surrounded by many other influences such as

Author: Aiyakan Traichaiyasit

Photographers: Nunnaphat Chongyangyuenvong
Nathaneporn Dhadasih

Krittawan Niamsomboon
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Friday 1 June 2018

16.00 - 19.30 hrs

At Chula Naruemit Hall,
Chulalongkorn University

As part of its Visegrad Group Presidency activities,

the Embassy of Hungary, in cooperation with the Embassies of the Czech Republic,
Poland and Slovakia, and with the Central and Eastern European Studies Section
of the Centre for European Studies at Chulalongkorn University,

cordially invites you to participate in a literary workshop titled

CENTRAL EUROPEAN
LITERATURE IN THAILAND

15.30 Registration
16.00 Welcome Remarks
- Assistant Professor Natthanan Kunnamas, PhD
Director of the Centre for European Studies at Chulalongkorn University
- Dr David G6rombélyi
Deputy Head of Mission of the Embassy of Hungary
Seminar on Contemporary Central European Literature
Daniel Levente Pal
Hungarian poet, writer, editor & lecturer
17.00 Literature from Central Europe and Contemporary Society - a Discussion
17.30 Reading of Literary Texts
Daniel Levente Pal
17.45 Refreshments
18.00 Welcome Speech
His Excellency Dr Péter Jakab
Ambassador of Hungary
Presentation of the Publication
18.30 Reception
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Russia and major Western European countries e.g.
Germany and England with their full democracy sin-
ce World War Il. According to the lecture, the cultu-
ral ambivalences, mainly in aesthetics and politics,
have caused conflicts amongst the people along
with literature, which per se mirrors the society.
Reflecting the cultural rift, the writer association of
Hungary was divided into two. One major concern
of them is in which the language they should com-

pose their literary works.

Moreover, the event provided some other brief dis-
courses regarding other three countries in the Vi-
segrad alliance such as literature and movement
in Slovakia, Austria, and Poland respectively by
the esteemed guests in the event. Besides, during
the discussion part, many interesting debates were
raised, one of which was the concern for double
translation from the original language e.g. Hunga-
rian to English and from English to Thai. This may
lead to loss in translation or mistranslation and mi-
sinterpretation. However, Assistant Professor Ve-
rita Sriratana, PhD, Deputy Director for Academic
Affairs, Centre for European Studies, has given a
thoughtful point of view regarding the debate that
rather than considering loss in translation as a fault,
we should acknowledge every art including the art
of translation as a product. Of course, one might not
be able to translate a work with total accuracy, un-
less he or she is bilingual; however, nothing gained
from such a concern. She believes that while the
best thing we could do is to get the core or the main
message from the translation, the missing part or
the loss in translation will lead the readers to further
discoveries and deeper understanding about other
nations.

This eye-opening collaboration, Central European
Literature in Thailand, is an event of such an ins-
pirational milestone for the Kingdom of Thailand to
explore the cultures, mind-set, and history of these
Central European countries through their literatu-
re. Upon pursuing Central European literature, the
Thais have stepped out of their comfort zone and
made one more step closer to becoming more we-
ll-rounded global citizens in the multicultural world

in the future.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

10

11

17

19

Department of English

The International Affairs Section The International Affairs Section
and Department of Comparative and Department of Comparative

International Tipitaka Hall

Literature Literature
A Medical Humanities Talk: Interdisciplinarity, Intersec- Literature and Commerce by Dhammapala Jataka and
Epidemic in Early America: tionality and Internation- Professor Bennett Yu-Hsiang Candakinnari Jataka: The

Facts and Fictions by Dr.Kel-
ly L. Bezio (9:30-11:30 hrs,
Room 401-18, Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn Building)

26

ality of Literary Studies in
the Global Age by Profes-
sor Bennett Yu-Hsiang Fu
(10:00-12:00 hrs, Room 814,
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Build-

ing)

31

Department of Thai, Center of Excellence
in Thai Language and Literature, and

the Thaivithat Research Unit for Thai
Language, Literature and Folklore

Conference on "Intellectual
Gems in Thai Studies” (on
the Occasion of the National
Thai Language Day") (16:30-
18:30 hrs, Room 401/18-19,
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Building)

Faculty of Arts

One-Day Seminar on "Lan-
guage Power: Wisdom of
Thai Society” (on the Oc-
casion of the National Thai
Language Day") (8:30-15:30
hrs, Chulalongkorn Auditorium)

Fu (10:00-12:00 hrs, Room
814, Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
Building)

Buddha’s sermons to King
Suddhodana and Princess
Bimba in the second vassa
after enlightenment (12:00-
13:00 hrs, International Tipita-
ka Hall, Maha Chulalongkorn
Building)

The Faculty of Arts Public Relations and Internal Communications

Assistant Professor Dr Siraprapa Chavanayarn —PR Coordinator

Please send any announcements or information on your current as well as past events to artscu.net
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