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News from the Department of English
and BALAC

On Tuesday 2 April 2019, His Excellency Mr Marek Libticky, Ambassador of the Czech Republic to the Kingdom of

Thailand, and Mr Ale$ Vytecka, First Secretary and Deputy Head of Mission, paid a courtesy call to Professor Kingkarn
Thepkanjana, PhD, Dean of the Faculty of Arts. The meeting was attended by Associate Professor Prima Mallikamas,
Head of the English Department, Assistant Professor Nirada Chitrakara, PhD, Assistant Dean for Internationalisation
and Organisational Image Enhancement, and Assistant Professor Verita Sriratana, PhD, convenor of the Contemporary
Literature in English course, which is taught as part of the curriculum of the Bachelor of Arts in Language and Culture
(BALAC) International Programme. Ongoing as well as future activities and collaboration projects between the Faculty

of Arts and the Embassy of the Czech Republic were discussed in the Faculty of Arts Dean’s office.
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One of the upcoming activities planned at the meeting with the Dean of the Faculty of Arts was a special lecture given
by His Excellency Mr Marek Libticky, Ambassador of the Czech Republic to the Kingdom of Thailand, on the life and
works of writer, dissident and former President of Czechoslovakia and the Czech Republic, Vaclav Havel (1936-2011).
This three-hour special lecture, which focused on the reading and analysis of Havel’s famous 1965 play entitled “The
Memorandum” [“Vyrozuméni”], took place in the Contemporary Literature in English class on Wednesday 24 April
2019. The Ambassador’s special lecture was attended by students from the Department of English and the BALAC

programme, as well as students from the Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University.
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Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs “Gratias Agit 2019
Award” Goes to Assistant Professor
Verita Sriratana, PhD, from the Department of English

On Tuesday 2 April 2019, His Excellency Mr
Marek Libficky, Ambassador of the Czech
Republic to the Kingdom of Thailand, and Mr
Ales$ Vytecka, First Secretary and Deputy Head
of Mission, presented an announcement letter
which confirms that Assistant Professor Verita
Sriratana, PhD, lecturer of literary studies at
the Department of English, Faculty of Arts, is
to receive the “Gratias Agit 2019 Award” from
His Excellency Mr Tomas Petticek, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, at the
award ceremony to be held on 14 June 2019
at Czernin Palace in Prague, Czech Republic.
The meeting with the Czech Ambassador and
Deputy Head of Mission, which took place at
the Faculty of Arts Dean’s Office, was attended

by Professor Kingkarn Thepkanjana, PhD, Dean of the Faculty of Arts, Associate Professor Prima Mallikamas, Head
of the English Department, Assistant Professor Nirada Chitrakara, PhD, Assistant Dean for Internationalisation and

Organisational Image Enhancement, and Assistant Professor Verita Sriratana, PhD.

The Gratias Agit Award (formerly “Jan Masaryk Gratias Agit Award”) has been presented by the Minister of Foreign
Affairs for the promotion of the good name of the Czech Republic abroad ever since 1997 in appreciation of prominent
personalities and organizations developing activities in nongovernmental fields. Along with the increasing role of civic
society, this award, too, is becoming an ever more prestigious prize for the voluntary activities of people committed to
working for the benefit of the whole society, for the promotion of friendship among nations and for the promotion of

the good name of the Czech Republic in the world. At present, it is the only statutory prize awarded by the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs. (https://www.mzv.cz/jnp/en/foreign_relations/public_diplomacy/gratias_agit award/index.html)

Assistant Professor Verita Sriratana, PhD, the first Thai citizen and the youngest laureate to receive this award, has been
nominated in recognition for her contribution to the teaching of and research on Czech culture, history, literature and
politics, for her Thai translation of Bohumil Hrabal’s Too Loud a Solitude, for her Thai theatrical adaptation of Jaroslav
Hasek’s The Good Soldier Svejk and for her promotion as well as organisation of Czech arts & culture activities in
Thailand. She is one among the 16 laureates of the Gratias Agit 2019 Award. Her fellow laureates are affiliated to the
following countries: Albania, Austria, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, Georgia, Germany, Iran, Russia, Switzerland,

Ukraine, United States, and Zambia.


https://www.mzv.cz/jnp/en/foreign_relations/public_diplomacy/gratias_agit_award/index.html
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Meeting with Professor Wilkinson

On Friday, May 24, 2019, Professor Kingkarn Thepkanjana, Dean of the Faculty of Arts welcomed Professor Endymion
Wilkinson, a former professor at Harvard University and the University of London, to discuss the prospect of teaching
fellowship. This is his second visit at the Faculty after his first time in 2013, which he gave a lecture for the Chinese
section. Professor Wilkinson, a sinologist, is the author of Chinese History: A New Manual, of which five editions were
published during 2013-2018. Currently, he is working on the effects of climate change on world history during the eighth

century.

In accordance with the Faculty’s mission to create global citizens, the Dean proposed that Professor Wilkinson conduct
special lecture series on the topic of China in the Global Context. In addition to his career as an academic, Professor
Wilkinson was a diplomat serving in Beijing as the European Union Ambassador to China and Mongolia from 1994 to
2001. As China is now a major international focus, it is hoped that the professor will share his valuable knowledge and

experience not only with the students and staff at the Faculty of Arts, but also the interested public.

Joining the Dean in the meeting were Associate Dean Associate Professor Suradech Chotiudompant, Assistant Dean
Assistant Professor Nirada Chitrakara, Head of Chinese Section, Dr Sansanee Ek-Atchariya and Dr Pitchaya Vipaveenukul,

also from the Chinese Sectiona
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New MoA with the University of Malaya Signed

This month saw a new Memorandum of Agreement being signed between the Faculty of Arts and the Faculty of
Languages and Linguistics, University of Malaya (UM). This new Memorandum, the first faculty-level agreement
between the two institutions, is aimed to boost the number of exchange students, specifically between our Faculty
and the UM’s Faculty of Languages and Literatures. The Agreement states that either party will nominate up to five
students to the other on an annual basis. Each student may choose to go on an exchange for a semester or a year. Under

this new MoA, tuition fees to the host university will be waived.

This latest move was initiated last year when Dean Kingkarn Thepkanjana and Associate Dean Suradech Chotiudompant
visited the University of Malaya. A series of negotiation ensued, leading to the culmination in the signing of the MoA,

which will pave the way for more robust collaboration between the two institutions in the long run.

The University of Malaya is considered Malaysia’s top university with its history dating back to almost a century.
Its Faculty of Languages and Linguistics is divided into the Language Unit and four departments, which are the
Departments of English, Asian and European Languages, Malaysian Languages and Applied Linguistics, and Arabic
and Middle Eastern Languages.

The Faculty of Arts Public Relations and Internal Communications
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