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duuul “Asian Megacities Seminar”
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- “Sword Art Online: The Asian Megalopolis as Platformed Reality”
ANYINS: Associate Professor Dr.Christophe Thouny, Ritsumeikan University Usrsmaﬂcﬁigu
- “Cognitive Coping Strategies for Homeless People in Manila, the Philippines”
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Welcoming students from the University of Tokyo

On August 19, the Faculty of Arts welcomed students from the University of Tokyo for the ARTS CU Summer
Program. The ARTS CU Summer Program in Thai Language and Culture is a customized program designed for

international participants who wish to learn more about Thailand and its rich history and cultural heritage.

This year is the second year for the students from the University of Tokyo. In addition to Japanese students, this
group also included students from China, Mongolia, and Korea. For the preparation, some students attended
the pre-program sessions on Thailand organized by the University of Tokyo. During the program, the students

attended Thai language classes and lectures on the past and present connections between Thailand and Japan.



ARVUIYYIIININRY
Devalai E-Newsletter

ARTS CU Summer Program

To learn about collaboration between Thailand and Japan, the students visited the Ministry of Public Health for a
lecture on Thailand and Japan’s collaborative project on public health. Regarding the insights on Japanese business
in Thailand, the Faculty of Arts was honored to have Mr. Matsutaka lida, the owner of Dainoki Restaurant and the
Representative of the University of Tokyo Alumni Association in Thailand to share his experience under the topic
of Globalization for a Japanese company - Business Opportunity in Thailand. To delve further into the success
of one of the most famous companies in Thailand, CP All Company Limited, the students visited the company’s
Panyapiwat Institute of Management. More knowledge on Thai history and culture was gained from the field trips

to Wat Pho, Ratanakosin Exhibition Hall, Ayuthaya Historical Park, and Kanchanaburi Province.

Throughout the two weeks, the University of Tokyo’s students lived up to their university’s reputation. Besides
being attentive, cooperative and responsible, they were found to be very active and curious learners. To conclude
the Program on August 30, each group of student presented their research findings on one of the 6 assigned topics
of Culture shock: A Japanese in Thailand, Japanese food in Thailand and Thai food in Japan, Thailand and Japan:
Current diplomatic relation, Public health policy: Thailand vs. Japan, Business culture: Thai vs. Japanese, and

Japanese influence on Thai pop culture.

The Faculty of Arts would like to thank Mr. Matsutaka Iida, Mr. Tsukihiro Shimura from the University of Tokyo,
University of Tokyo Alumni Association, Ministry of Public Health, CP All Public Company Limited, our Thai
language instructors and our invited lecturers and commentators for their academic contribution, and, most of all,

our very capable and professional CASCA staff, who worked tirelessly and efficiently.
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BALAC Orientation for Exchange
Students 2019 and Welcoming Party

BALAC welcomed exchange students
for this semester on Thursday August
22, 2019. The orientation kicked off
with a welcome speech by Professor
Kingkarn Thepkanjana, Ph.D., Dean
of the Faculty of Arts and informative
talks by sophomore students. Then
the exchange students from several
countries got to meet with their
advisors, Balac buddies and had lots of

fun together!




ARVUIYYIIININRY
Devalai E-Newsletter

The students were then introduced to several presentations

by the program’s professors. The presentations varied
from academic topics to student life in Chulalongkorn
University, all with the aim to facilitate the freshmen’s
smooth entry into the Faculty of Arts. Moreover, Ajarn
Kunnaya Wimooktanon, Ph.D., BALAC Deputy
Director took the opportunity to give a mini lecture,
introducing the students to cultural studies. In the
lecture, our newcomers also got a glimpse of how classes
in BALAC are usually delivered.

On July 8, 2019, BALAC hosted an orientation
on the 3rd floor of Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
Building and more than 90 students were
present. Professor Kingkarn Thepkanjana,
Ph.D., the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and
BALAC Director, started the orientation with
a welcome speech, inspiring the students to
become motivated learners of the 21st century.
This was followed by an honor roll ceremony
for "Outstanding Achievement in Academics"
and "Outstanding Achievement in University
Life and Community". This year, there were 23

recipients from both categories.

Then, in the afternoon, two parallel sessions were held for the students and their parents and guardians. In the

parents’ session, a psychiatrist was invited to guide the parents to understand the wellbeing of university students,

as well as modern university life in general.

In the last session, the students met with their advisors, who would be taking care of them from their first to their

last year here at BALAC.

After an informative orientation day, the BALAC freshmen were given an opportunity to further familiarize

themselves with their new friends and seniors in the three-day BALAC Trip. This year’s trip was held from July

22-24, 2019, at Mida Resort in Kanchanaburi.
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The first day of the BALAC Trip kicked off with
“outdoor mini lectures” by BALAC lecturers at Sanam
Chandra Palace, Nakhon Pathom. Using architectural
styles of mansions in the royal residence as starting
points, BALAC newcomers got to explore relationships

between culture, society and everyday life.

In the afternoon, as soon as our freshmen arrived at the
hotel, they joined in icebreaker games and a series of
activities to get to know each other more. After dinner,
Dr. Kunnaya Wimooktanon, BALAC Deputy Director,
gave an opening remark to officially welcome the
BALAC’12.

Fun and thought-provoking games on the second day placed an emphasis on developing these skills in our freshers.

The games in the morning were followed by “BALAC Trip Jeopardy,” BALAC’s own version of the iconic US
trivia quiz show. To compete in this game, each group of freshers had to find an answer for general knowledge
clues which come in the form of questions. Sometimes they got it right. Sometimes they got the completely wrong

answer. But the bottom line is "there's always something new to learn."

After a long day, the BALAC Trip'l2 celebrated the second night with style. Each group, dressing up in different
themes, amazed the seniors, alumni and lecturers with their exquisite performances. The shows were followed by
a wrist-binding ceremony. During the ceremony, BALAC professors and seniors tied a white thread on the wrist
of each fresher for their well-being and good luck. The evening concluded with a speech by Dr. Kunnaya, BALAC

Deputy Director, advising how to make the most of their university life.
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On the last day, the freshers, along with professors and sophomores, took a short yet exciting rail journey to catch a

glimpse of the Death Railway and World War II history. Everyone arrived back safely with good memories. Thus

concluded the welcoming events for BALAC

We wish you the four years full of valuable learning experience that you will treasure for life.
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Meeting with University of Queensland
Delegates

On Friday 30th August 2019, the Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University welcomed the Executive
Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, the University of Queensland, Australia, and
Majella Ferguson, Senior Manager of the International Services. The meeting was attended by Professor
Kingkarn Thepkanjana, PhD, Dean of the Faculty of Arts, Associate Professor Suradech Chotiudompant,
PhD, Associate Dean for Internationalization and Organizational Image Enhancement, and Porranee

Singpliam, PhD.

The meeting served as an opportunity for the two Faculties to discuss and develop academic relations
that would cater to the students’ academic opportunity in a global scale. Future collaboration between the
Bachelor of Arts in Language and Culture (BALAC) International Program and the Faculty of Humanities

and Social Sciences was discussed.
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