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EU] The Academic Affairs Section, the Faculty of Arts Student Committee

THE LECTURE SERIES
“TRANSCENDING TOLERANCE:
ON EMBRACING AND IMPLEMENTING GENDER DIVERSITY"

The Academic Affairs Section of the Faculty of Arts Student Committee, Chulalongkorn University, held the lecture series
“Transcending Tolerance: On Embracing and Implementing Gender Diversity” from 20 March 2018 to 5 April 2018.

Awards.

The film "The Blue Hour" first premiered at the Busan

International Film Festival, and has been screened around The film follows the story of two gay teenagers, Tum

the globe in over 20 festivals, including the 65th Berlin Film
Festival in the Panoramic View Section. Moreover, the film
has been given various awards such as two awards from
the Fantasia Festival, Frontiers Special Award from FEST
International Film Festival held in Belgrade, Serbia, and
11 nominations for the Thailand National Film Association

and Phum, who met each other on the internet. Tum is
bullied by kids at school and marginalized. Both have a
rocky relationship with their family: Tum has an abusive
father, and Phum left home and is living by himself. Their
relationship, although an escape for both, leads to a
heinous crime.
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The post-screening discussion started with various inquiries
to clarify some details of the film. The discussion then
shifted to the inspiration behind “The Blue Hour;” the director
explained that the film started from an offer for him to direct an
installment in the “ThirTEEN Terrors” series. Despite the offer,
Anucha was not interested in directing a typical paranormal
film and wanted to create something that intrigues him. He
took inspiration from recent news of a student murdering
his family and added elements of hauntedness and LGBT

characters, creating “The Blue Hour.”

In “The Blue Hour,” the director chose to film the majority of
interactions between Tam and Phum in isolated areas—an
abandoned swimming pool, deserted rooftops and a landfill-
to reflect the marginalized position of LBGT relationships

in the mainstream society. The rendezvous between Tum

AL A

and Phum are hidden from their family and friends’ views,
secreted away in abandoned buildings. These scenes are
inspired by the common experiences of LGBT people, who
have to carve out a private space for their relationships.
LGBT people cannot openly display their relationship in Thai

society, which still lacks space for them.

In addition, an Arts student also raised the question of the
portrayal of ghosts and death in the film. LGBT people can
be considered ghosts haunting Thai society, because they are
not visible in the Thai mainstream media but their presence is
felt in society. Also, in a conservative society, publicly coming
out could amount to a social death for the person. The film
has a running motif of ghosts and death connected to the two
main characters, Tum and Phum, which can be interpreted

as the ghostlike status their relationship has in Thai society.

On 5 April 2018, Nada Chaiyaijit, an activist pushing for gender
diversity and inclusion delivered a lecture on the topic “The
2015 Gender Equality Act: can equality for trans people be
ensured through state mechanisms?” The lecture discussed
the evidence and challenges LGBTIs have to face in Thai

society.

The lecture covered a report on the inclusion of LGBTIs in Thai
economy by the World Bank, in partnership with the Faculty
of Learning Sciences and Education, Thammasat University
and Love Frankie as well as fundamental knowledge on
Thailand’s 2015 Gender Equality Act and issues involving the
Act.
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Nada identified major challenges for LGBT individuals: prejudice, bias, stigma, discrimination, exclusion, and violence. These
challenges can be seen clearly in a report of a study carried out by the World Bank in partnership with the Faculty of Learning
Sciences and Education, Thammasat University and Love Frankie. The report shows that LGBTI individuals in Thailand are still facing
exclusion and discrimination, especially in public service offices and educational institutions. According to the report’s survey, more
than 90 percent of Thai people are not familiar with the 2015 Gender Equality Act. Even though the Act still suffers from complication
and difficulty in its complaint filing process, it is undeniable that the Act is one of Thailand’s important milestones toward gender

equality.

On the same day, Kath Khangpiboon, an activist pushing for gender diversity, co-founder and current member of the Thai Transgender
Alliance: ThaiTGA, delivered a lecture on the topic "Studying Kathoeys as socially marginalized people." The main discussion is on the
scarcity of research information on LGBT individuals, the status of transgenders as the group with the highest level of exclusion, “gender

boxes” and their effects on the acceptance of the LGBTs in Thai society, and social stratification within the transgender community.

Kath ended the lecture by stressing the issue of social pressures, either from socially determined “gender boxes” or the internal

stratification, which have led some LGBT individuals to change themselves to fit in society.

The two lectures concluded the series “Transcending
Tolerance: On Embracing and Implementing Gender
Diversity.” The Academic Affairs Section of the Faculty of Arts
Student Committee would like to express gratitude toward
all invited speakers, staff, sponsors and participants of the
[ [y lecture series, without whom the event would not have been

successful.
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Old Story New Worlo:
Infertextuality in Chinese
Fantasy Novel and the
Changing Era’
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Old Story New World:Intertextuality in Chinese Fantasy Novel and the Changing Era

P I 4

EU] Department of Eastern Languages

19 February 2018. 10:00-12:00 Special
Lecture on “Old Story New World:
Intertextuality in Chinese Fantasy
Novel and the Changing Era” by Miss
Pranchanok Treerattanawareesin
(moderated by Associate Professor
Patchanee Tangyuenyong, PhD). Room

708 Boromrajakumari Building
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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Korean Section

Special Lectures on "The Ko-
rean Education System" by
Professor Youngwha Kee and
"(Soft) Power of Korean Pop-
ular Culture: How Hallyu Be-
came a Global Phenomenon”
by Professor Andrew Eungi Kim
(9:00-12:00 hrs, Room 301-
302, Maha Chakri Sirindhorn

Building)
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The Faculty of Arts Public Relations and Internal Communications
Assistant Professor Dr Siraprapa Chavanayarn —-PR Coordinator
Please send any announcements or information on your current as well as past events to Ms Kankanok Chimsang
at artspr08@hotmail.com, pr.arts.chulalongkorn@gmail.com Tel. 662 218 4885
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