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Going on Pilgrimage in 19th Century China: The Itinerary Network in the Canxue zhijin
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The itinerary network in the Canxue zhijin
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Can the Philippines’ New President Keep
Up Momentum?

4/19/2016 254AM
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ExpeRseng

e After decades of weak political leadership, the Philippines’ recent
economic rise under President Benigno Aquino IIl hangs in the

N balance as voters choose a new president in May for the next 6
years. Photo: Warangkana Chomchuen/The Wall Street Journal
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News from the International Affairs Section

Meeting with City University of
Hong Kong Delegates

On Wednesday May 11, 2016, the Faculty Dean
and her team welcomed delegates from the
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences,
City University of Hong Kong. The visiting
Dean, Xiaowei Zang, Ph.D. and the Assistant
Dean, Hon S. Chan came to share their ideas in
internationalization in higher education as well
as to seek opportunities to strengthen the ties
between our institutions. Among issues raised
were the need to create a platform in which
information can be conveniently retrieved,
especially the list of courses taught in
English that are available for enrolment for
prospective incoming students, the possibili-
ty of a double-degree Ph.D. program in which
students will be able to benefit from studying
both in Bangkok and Hong Kong, as well as the
possibility of arranging internships for incoming
exchange students.

Located in Kowloon, the City University of Hong
Kong is one of the eight government-sponsored
higher education institutes. It was founded in 1984
as City Polytechnic of Hong Kong and assumed
full university status ten years later. The rise in
its status can be attributed to the university’s cut-
ting-edge research and a high level of internation-
alization, with strong support from sponsoring bod-
ies in the private sector. The university’s success
is evidenced by its double degree programs with
such prestigious world-class institutes as Columbia
University.
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Visitors from National Pingtung University of Science and Technology

On Thursday May 12, 2016, faculty staff from

National Pingtung University of Science and

Technology, Taiwan, visited the Faculty of Arts

to cement the connection between the two

universities after a Memorandum of Agreement had

been signed last year. The purpose of their visit is

to propose collaborating projects such as student/

faculty staff exchange, joint conference, and joint

research. They are especially looking forward to

having their faculty staff invited for lectures or a Thai

language expert to conduct a Thai language class.

They are also promoting a one-week Chinese

language camp for international students who would

like to practice Mandarin and immerse themselves

into Chinese culture. Their Department of Modern Pas | ) '
Languages is also interested in joint research in Y I y 0 .~
discourse analysis, pragmatics, corpus linguis- = ; N ,i\«,@%
tics, English as a Second Language, Computer- . y & e iz
Assisted Language Learning, and any technology : | — A
involving language studies. ’

National Pingtung University of Science and

Technology has been working with the Faculty of

Science, Chulalongkorn University in the fields

of agriculture and food science. Despite their

reputation in science and technology, they would

very much like to expand their horizon in the field of

modern languages.

Time (hours)

12.00-13.00 [ [International Tipitaka Hall] The 5th Life Experience Sharing the International
Session: “An Alternative View on the Life of Buddha”/Nun Tipitaka Hall
Vimuttiya (Associate Professor Dr Suphaphan Na Bangchang)
and Dr Siriwan Chulakorn

16.00-17.30 | [South Asian Languages Section] The 5th Indology Lecture Room 601/13
(2016)—“Going on Pilgrimage in 19th Century China: The Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
Itinerary Network in the Canxue zhijin” / Assistant Professor Building
Marcus Bingenheimer, PhD

21 May 8.30-8.55 [Aksorn Patee or “Arts Talk” radio programme] “German Folk Aksorn Patee or Arts Talk
Comedy (Part I)’ / Professor Dr Ampha Otrakul (Akra radio program, C.U. Radio
Chowchong, Moderator) FM 101.5 MHz

23 May 8.30-16.30 [Department of Thai in collaboration with Department of Linguistics] Room 303-304
Pan-Disciplinary Conference on Thai Language and Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
Linguistics: Postgraduate Work in Progress Presentation Building

24 May 8.30-16.30 Faculty of Arts Annual Lecturers Seminar 2016 The Landmark Hotel
Bangkok

28 May 8.30-8.55 [Aksorn Patee or “Arts Talk” radio programme] “German Folk Aksorn Patee or Arts Talk
Comedy (Part 1ll)’ / Professor Dr Ampha Otrakul (Akra radio program, C.U. Radio
Chowchong, Moderator) FM 101.5 MHz
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Faculty Research in Focus

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Soraj Hongladarom
Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Arts

Areas of Specialization:
bioethics, philosophy of technology,
modern Western philosophy, science in culture

My research has been focused on how technology
has an impact on non-western culture, a complex
phenomenon that contains many dimensions. For one
thing, | have investigated how non-western cultures
adopt new technologies in such a way that they co-opt
and include the technologies in such a way that the
latter become part of their daily lives. This phenomenon
is interesting because there have been many cases
where such integration does not occur effectively
and, when cultures feel that the technologies are
alien to them, friction will occur and cause disruptions
within that culture. For example, | have studied how
the Internet is adopted by Thai culture. When it was
first introduced, the Internet was seen as something
remote, technically demanding, hence not useful
for general use. But nowadays even villagers in the
countryside are engaging intensively with their peers
on the Internet on a large variety of issues. What |
looked at is how this came about in such a way that
the villagers or an average Thai can retain their cultural
identity even though they are deeply involved with the
Net.

Another area | have been involved with is concerned
with a more directly philosophical question of how
issues in information ethics are justified according to
the philosophical system of the East. For example,
| have undertaken a project on how privacy is to be
justified in Buddhism. This is important because in
order for concepts such as information privacy to be
fully integrated into the lives of the cultures (issue

related to in the above paragraph), a way needs to be
found to base the concept on the philosophical system
that belongs to that culture. This project is also relevant
to others as it shows how an issue in information ethics
could be couched also in other philosophical systems,
which is very deeply different from the usual Western
one.

A longer term significance of my projects concerns our
more complete understanding of how ethical issues
and cultures are related. Ethical guidelines are usually
formed through deliberation only among those in the
West, while participants from other cultures or from
non-western countries apparently have to adopt the
Western philosophical system in order to participate.
| have tried to show that this is too parochial, since
the world is much more extensive than only the West.
Inclusion at the deeper level of philosophical system
itself--not only around the issues themselves but also
around the question how those issues should be
justified or even whether they should be included as
ethical at all--appears to be in order if we are to build a
more inclusive world.

Dr. Hongladarom is a finalist for the World Technology
Award in 2011 in the ethics category; the award is
organized by the World Technology Network (http://
win.net).

A blog interview of him by the American Philosophical
Association can be viewed here - http://blog.apaonline.
org/2016/04/22/apa-member-interview-soraj-
hongladarom/
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Brain-brain integration in 2035: Metaphysical and ethical implications

of “Free Will, Agency. and Meaning in Life", by Pereboom, Derk: Oxford: Oxford
Press, 2014, pp. vii + 219, £30 (hardback)
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Ubiquitous computing, empathy and the self

2015

2014

2014

2013

2013

2013

Journal of Information, Communication
and Ethics in Society

Australasian Joumnal of Philosephy

B Article in Press

Joumnal of Buddhist Ethics

e Ethics of Consumption: The
zen, the Market and the Law

Technology and



News from the Central and Eastern European Studies Section

Towards the NATO Summit in Warsaw 2016:
The North Atlantic Treaty Organization
and the Security Architecture of Europe

/ WRITTEN BY Anna Lawattanatrakul and Panisa Tripop (3rd Year students, BALAC)

On the 13th of May, 2016, the Centre for
European Studies, in collaboration with
the Embassy of the Republic of Poland in
Bangkok and the Embassy of the United
States in Bangkok, organized a seminar
entitled “Towards the NATO Summit in
Warsaw 2016: The North Atlantic Treaty
Organization and the Security Architec-
ture of Europe — Challenges between
1989 and Today”. We were honored to
have in attendance Assistant Professor
Dr. MR Kalaya Tingsabadh, Vice Pres-
ident of Chulalongkorn University, His
Excellency Mr. Zenon Kuchciak, Ambas-
sador of the Republic of Poland, and His
Excellency Mr. Glyn T. Davies, Ambas-
sador of the United States, all of whom
gave their welcome remarks.

In the light of the upcoming NATO Sum-
mit in Warsaw in July, this seminar was
an incredible opportunity to learn about
the current situation in Europe. As Thais,
we may feel that this issue is irrelevant
to us. However, it should be brought to
our attention that Thailand is a Major
non-NATO ally (MNNA). With the terror-
ism issues in the Middle East and the
conflicts in Eastern Europe, the direction
of NATO’s decisions will affect not only its
members but also its allies. At the sem-
inar, we were offered two perspectives
on the foundation of NATO and Poland’s
path to becoming a NATO member,
which are shown through two documen-
taries: “NATQO’s Anxious Birth” and “The
Real End of the Cold War”. In addition,
we were very fortunate to have with us
Dr. Marek Madej, Assistant Professor

at the Section of Strategic Studies from
the Institute of International Relations at
the University of Warsaw, who delivered
a special lecture on the topic of “NATO
as a Guarantor of Regional Security:
Polish Perspective on the North Atlantic
Alliance”, in which he outlined the Polish
perspective on the alliance and Poland’s
role in it. Dr. Madej also participated in
a round table discussion, along with
Dr. Keith M. Anderton, Political Counselor
from the US Embassy. The session was
moderated by Assistant Professor Surat
Horachaikul from the Faculty of Political
Science, Chulalongkorn University.
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Many interesting questions were raised
by the audience during the discussion.
With the conflict at the eastern Ukrainian
border, it is questionable whether in-
creasing military presence is the
solution to keeping the peace in Europe.
As both guest speakers have pointed
out, NATO cannot “do nothing”, as one of
its main functions is collective defense.
Poland and its neighbours have historical
reasons to be anxious about Russia’s
presence in the region, and there is a need
for NATO to manifest itself in a way that
will deter Russia from going any further.
However, when it is said that the most ideal
scenario is to have Russia joined NATO,
even though they have different values
and Russia’s inclusion would most likely
change the alliance forever, in our
opinion, this statement is contradictory.
NATO’s action has largely been military,
and therefore it seems unlikely that they
are open to negotiation. Even though no
one wants any escalation in the conflict
in Eastern Europe, there is always a pos-
sibility. Questions have also been raised
on the functioning of NATO itself, whether
there is power relation within the alliance.
NATO operates on consensus, meaning
that all member states must agree with
each other before the alliance takes any
action, but it is true that there are certain
countries who are more powerful than
others with its military might, resources
and intelligence.

It is important that the university as an academic institution offers more than
one perspective on this issue and provides a space for discussion. As stu-
dents, we find this seminar a very thought-provoking one and an invaluable
opportunity to learn about the security architecture of Europe, and to engage
in a critical discussion on current issues. For this, we thank the Centre for
European Studies and both embassies for organizing such event. We would
also like to extend our gratitude to Assistant Professor Surat for moderating
the discussion and offering interesting insights, as well as Dr.Verita Sriratana,
Head of the Central and Eastern European Studies section, whose hard work
made it all possible.




