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News from the International Affairs Section

On August 9, 2016, the Dean of Faculty of Arts welcomed visitors from the
Center for African and Oriental Studies, Addis Ababa University (AAU),
Ethiopia. Accompanied by Juthakeart Montapaneewat from the Royal Thai
Embassy in Cairo, the Ethiopian representatives, Assistant Professor Kidist
Gebreselassie and Assistant Professor Zerihun Berhane Weldegebriel are looking
forward to expanding their network to Chulalongkorn University. In relation to
Dr. Wannachai Kampeera'’s visit to the AAU last May, the delegates wished to
form collaborations in research, student exchange, seminars, and conferences.
In addition to their meeting with the Dean, the two scholars also gave talks at a
seminar organized in room 708 Boromrajakumari Building. The program started
with Dr. Gebreselassie’s Introduction to African Studies at the AAU, followed by
Dr. Weldegebriel’s talk entitled "Globalization and Development in Africa: Chal-
lenges and Opportunities". As both speakers were the first Ethiopian scholars to
officially visit our Faculty, their presentations were considered eye-opening. The
talks and the discussions at the seminar truly broadened the audience’s views
of the current situations on language, society, and the economics on the Africa
continent. The event was well-attended by not only students and staff from the
Faculty of Arts, but also Thai and foreign visitors.

Established in 1950, Addis Ababa University is the oldest and the largest higher
education and research institution in Ethiopia. Since its inception, the University
has been the leader in education, research and community services. As part of
the University’s mission, the Center for African and Oriental Studies was found-
ed in 2007 to be an interdisciplinary academic center focusing on the study of
Africa and undertakes research related to the continent.
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News from The Centre for European Studies

Polish-German Frien:

In June 1991, Poland and Germany signed
the Treaty of Good Neighbourship and
Friendly Cooperation, marking a historic

¥ milestone towards reconciliation between

two nations with a long, shared history of
conflict. 2016 marks the 25th Anniversary
of the signing of this treaty, and the Cen-
tre of European Studies at Chulalongkorn
University is honoured to have collaborated
with the Embassy of the Republic of Poland
in Bangkok, the Embassy of the Federal
Republic of Germany in Bangkok, and the
Faculty of Music at Silpakorn University in
organizing the Polish-German Friendship
Jubilee Days, in celebration of the 25 years
of Polish-German friendship.

The event opened with a Jazz Concert by
Iwona & The Crazy Vibes, who travelled
all the way from Berlin to perform their first
ever concert in Asia. lwona Cudak, the
lead singer from Poland, has performed for
audiences in Berlin and around the world,
along with guitarist Marek Magierski, who
also writes arrangements for the band, and
pianist Lito Tabora. The band performed
not only Jazz classics, but also songs in
English, Polish, and German. Not only was
it a wonderful performance, but the concert
being the opening for the three-day long
event is symbolic in its representation of
the Polish-German cooperation, as it is
an example of how people, such as these
artists from various backgrounds and
influences, are able to collaborate with one
another across borders, bridging the divide
that once existed between the two nations.

The second day of the event featured two [

special guest lecturers and a documentary
screening. Dr Olaf Osica, Chair of the
Advisory Council of the Centre for Eastern
Studies (OSW), Warsaw, gave a lecture
on Polish-German relations, outlining their
shared history and their road towards
dialogue and cooperation. Mr Henning
Glaser, from the Faculty of Law, Thammasat
University, gave another lecture on Re-
Founding the Constitutional State in the
Light of Polish-German Relations. Both
of these lectures present both the Polish
and German narratives of their national
relationship. The two lectures were followed
by a screening of “Bye, Bye GDR! To Liberty
via Warsaw”, a documentary by Krzysztof
Czajka which tells the story of the people
who escaped the German Democratic
Republic in the late summer of 1989, just
a few months before the fall of the Berlin
Wall. Some East Germans could no longer
wait, and chose to escape to freedom via
the West German Embassies in Prague,
Budapest, and Warsaw. Poland in June
of 1989 had already had its first non-
communist government, and with the help
of that government, about 6000 people
were able to leave GDR to start a new life
in the west. The documentary features
former refugees, embassy personnel, and
witnesses who recall the events of that
summer, and it is not only a good reflection
of the sense of solidarity between the Poles
and the Germans, but also of the anxiety
that came with the changing political climate
of the time.

_§_h|p J gb‘il‘ee D.a.ys'
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The Polish-German Friendship Jubilee
Days also features two exhibitions: “Poles
and Germans: Stories of Dialogue” from the
Polish Embassy, and “Learn Polish” from
the German Embassy. The exhibitions will
continue to be on display at the Learning
Commons for another two weeks, starting
from Monday 22 August 2016.

25 Jahre gute
Nachbarschaft

25 lat dobrego

sasiedztwa
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The third and final day of the event primari-
ly focused on the film screening of the Ger-
man film “Winter’s Daughter”, to showcase
a different perspective of how civilian lives
are affected on an individual level when it
comes to international relations. The film
focuses on Kattaka, a young German girl,
and Lena, her mysterious neighbour, who
travel across the border during one winter
when Kattaka discovers that her previ-
ously-unknown biological Russian father,
Alexei, works on a container ship currently
docked in the Polish city of Szczecin. As
the panel mentioned during the discussion,
this film is a story of learning, remember-
ing, and coming to term with the past, both
personal and historical. It was not only
Kattaka who has to come to terms with
her past, but Lena as well, who is forced to
confront her traumatic memories by revisit-
ing her childhood home in Masuria, where
her family had been forced to flee decades
ago from the Second World War. Thus, the
film is an insightful look at how people in
today’s time are still affected by the political
repercussions of their respective countries’
histories.

The story of Polish-German friendship
and their path towards reconciliation is
not a story that usually gets told, at least
here in Thailand. Most people studying
European History would be familiar with
the particularly turbulent period of Polish-
German history, namely the Second World
War, so it may seem rather unusual at first
that a friendship exists between the two
nations at all. However, with today’s political
climate full of rhetoric of fear and hatred, it
is important that we celebrate friendship
and cooperation whilst remembering that it
is possible to reconcile and forgive in order
to move towards a more peaceful future. As
student volunteers, we were very fortunate
to have been part of this event, which has
been a great learning opportunity.

The Centre for European Studies is proud to
have hosted the Polish-German Friendship
Jubilee Days, and would like to thank the
Polish Embassy, the German Embassy, and
the Faculty of Music at Silpakorn University
for their kind cooperation. We would also
like to express our gratitude to our guest
speakers, Dr Olaf Osica and Mr Henning
Glaser, and discussion moderators,
Assistant Professor Dr Bhawan Ruangsilp
and Dr Tul Israngura na Ayuthaya, for their
thought-provoking contribution, and to Dr
Verita Sriratana, Head of the Central and
Eastern European Studies Section, who
has worked tirelessly to make this event
possible.

Written by Anna Lawattanatrakul and Pongsavat Tanskul

4th Year students, BALAC programme




News from the International Affairs Section

Welcoming Delegates from

Guangxi University for Nationalities

On August 20, the Faculty welcomed the officials
from Guangxi University for Nationalities, headed by
Dr Xiuhong Qin, Deputy Dean for Academic Affairs,
School of Southeast Asian Languages. The meeting
was aimed not only to strengthen the ties between
the two institutions, but also to discuss the proposal
of Guangxi University for Nationalities to send ten
students, majoring in Thai, to study at the Faculty of
Arts for one academic year with courses kindly offered
by the Department of Thai and the Thai Civilization
Unit. Guangxi University for Nationalities has been
sending students studying in their program in Thai
language and literature to several Thai universities,
such as Thammasat University and the University of
Thai Chamber of Commerce, for a year of immersive
learning in the authentic environment where Thai is
spoken.

The two universities have had a long history of
research and academic collaboration since the
Chinese Economic Reform in the 1980s. A number
of faculty members from our Departments of Thai,
Eastern Languages, and Linguistics have carried out
research at Guangxi University for Nationalities on the
language and culture of the Tai-speaking Zhuang as
well as other ethnic groups in Guangxi.

Calendar of Events

Date Time (hours) Event Location
25 August 11.30 - 13.00 |[Research Unit] Research Forum Lecture entitled “Academic Room 707,
Networking through Participation in Overseas Academic Boromrajakumari Building
Activities” / Assistant Professor Pittayawat Pittayaporn, PhD,
and Assistant Professor Siriporn Phakdeephasook, PhD
25 August 12.00-13.00 | [The International Tipitaka Hall] The 8th Life Experience Sharing the International
Session: “Learning from Jataka” Tipitaka Hall
26-27 August [Department of Thai] “Department of Thai’s Centenary Lecture Room 303-304
Series” Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
Building
27 August 7.30-7.55 [Aksorn Patee or “Arts Talk” radio programme] “Travelling C.U. Radio
and Masculinity in Thai Travel Literature” Mr Jirat FM 101.5 MHz.
Chalermsanyakorn (moderated by Assistant Professor
Suradech Chotiudompan, PhD)
29 August 9.00-12.30 [South Asian Languages Section] “The Third Annual Start-of-Term | Foyer of the Maha Chakri
Puja (Academic Year 2016)" Sirindhorn Building

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
The Faculty of Arts Public Relations and Internal Communications
Assistant Professor Dr Siraprapa Chavanayarn -PR Coordinator | Dr Verita Sriratana - PR Assistant
Please send any announcements or information on your current as well as past events to Ms Kankanok Chimsang

at artsprO8@hotmail.com, pr.arts.chulalongkorn@gmail.com Tel. 662 218 4885
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