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Year 8, No. 6: 20 March 2016
News from Central and Eastern European Studies Section

The Good Samaritans of Markowa

On Thursday, March 17th, 2016, the opening ceremony of “The Good
Samaritans of Markowa” exhibition was held at the Learning Commons,
Mahachakri Sirindhorn building, Faculty of Arts.

We were honored to have in attendance Associate Professor Dr Kingkarn
Thepkanjana, Dean of the Faculty of Arts, and His Excellency Mr Zenon

Kuchciak, Ambassador of the Republic of Poland to the Kingdom of Thailand,
both of whom gave their welcome remarks. mmmmmms&mmm
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It was the perfect timing, so to speak, since that day also marked the official opening of the Ulma Family Museum of Poles
Saving Jews in World War Il in Markowa, the Republic of Poland. The Ulma family is featured in the “The Good Samaritans of
Markowa” exhibition, an exhibition of photographs and documents, some of which came from Josef Ulma’s collection, which
tells the story of courageous people in the village of Markowa. Along with other Polish families, the Ulma family rescued and
gave shelter to Jews at a time when doing so was punishable by death. Josef and Wiktoria Ulma, their six small children, and
the Jews they sheltered were consequently murdered by the Nazi military police on March 24, 1944,

We felt very honored that the Embassy of the Republic of Poland had entrusted us with this exhibition, which—in the words of
Dr. Verita Sriratana—is “a testimony to courage and integrity amidst the atrocities of war, violence, extremism, and inhumane
discrimination”.

As part of the opening ceremony, there was a special lecture given by Dr i.. il
Jolanta Zyndul from the POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews, 1
Warsaw. The lecture entitled “Poles and Jews during World War II" was m a B
devoted to the relationship between Poles and Jews during that time, focusing
not only on the Polish effort to rescue Jews from the grip of the Nazis, but
also on the complex and at times contentious relationship between Poles and
Jews. There was also a screening of “The Story of Irena Sendler” (2015), a
documentary by Andrzej Wolf. Irena Sendler was a Polish nurse and social
worker who rescued about 2500 children from the Warsaw ghetto and hid
them in the relative safety of Polish families, orphanages, and convents.

The documentary features interviews of Sendler conducted towards the end of her life, wherein she tells the story of how she
risked her life rescuing the children imprisoned behind the walls of the Warsaw ghetto, and the lengths to which she had to
endure in order to bring them to safety. One cannot even begin to imagine the courage it must have required for people like
the Ulma family and Irena Sendler to stand up against the cruel Nazi regime -- to be, as Associate Professor Dr Kingkarn
remarked, “good and righteous in the worst of times”, risking oneself for others, knowing the consequences. These people
deserve to be remembered and honored for their selflessness and bravery, many of whom had to pay the highest price.
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The Holocaust remains a haunting shadow in the history
of humanity, and an interesting question was raised by
an audience member during the post-lecture discussion:
how should the Holocaust be taught to Thai students? It
is one of the darkest chapters in human history, and yet
we Thais feel so removed from it. This is understandable,
as our history was not directly involved with these events,
but it is still important that we understand this period in
history in order to gain a better understanding of the world,
and its people and places. Speaking as a student who
might one day become a teacher herself, | was taught the
history of the Second World War very simplistically, with a
stronger emphasis on memorization than understanding,
and frankly, | do not think this is enough. We must
have a proper understanding of history and its effect
on the present, not just memorizing dates and names. | am fortunate enough to have met professors here at the Faculty of
Arts who completely changed the way | understand history, and even though simplifying the Holocaust and its place in world
history is necessary when teaching middle- or high-schoolers, | do believe that they are capable of grasping its weight and its
effects. It may be possible to teach it in comparison to national history, as Dr Zyndul suggested, but we must not downplay it.
This is a part of history we should never sanitize, romanticize, or glorify. By teaching and learning the truth, we can gain a better

understanding of the world and make sure this will be the only time such tragedy ever occurred.

The memory of the Second World War and the Holocaust is still very much alive and painful today, as one of the cruelest
crimes ever committed in human history, and along with it, the legacy of the kind, brave people who risked their own lives to
save others, willing to die for a cause deemed they thought was noble and righteous. It is important that we know the past is
never dead; it has real and long-lasting effects on the present and the future. History is still with us, not only for scholars and
students but for all of humanity, and it is important that we protect it from the passage of time, from ignorance and erasure. If
what becomes of the world for our children depends on us, it is even more important that we remember what happened in our
past, to remind ourselves that we must find the courage and integrity within ourselves to stand up for what we think is right, and
to not allow such crime against humanity to ever be committed again.

“The Good Samaritans of Markowa” exhibition is organized by the Central and Eastern European Studies Section of the Centre
for European Studies at Chulalongkorn University, in collaboration with the Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Bangkok and
the Department of History, to whom we express our deepest gratitude. The exhibition will be held at the Learning Commons until
Tuesday, April 5th, 2016. We must also thank Dr. Verita Sriratana, Head of the Central and Eastern European Studies Section,
whose dedication and hard work made such an event with a great learning opportunity possible.

Written by Anna Lawattanatrakul
3rd year student, BALAC Program
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News from the International Affairs Section
Meeting with the DAAD

On Wednesday March 16, 2016, the Faculty Dean welcomed representatives from the German Academic Exchange Service
(DAAD) Information Center Thailand. Introduced by the Head of the Western Languages Department, Assistant Professor
Wilita Sriuranpong, Ph.D., the DAAD team comprising Georg Verweyen, Ph.D., Director of the DAAD Information Center
Bangkok, and Antje Streit, Ph.D., a DAAD lecturer at Chulalongkorn University, gave details regarding the long-standing
collaboration between the DAAD and the university, especially in terms of scholarships and sponsorships for lecturer
positions.

At the moment, the DAAD offers a variety of scholarships for both students and researchers, such as research stays for
university academics for up to three months and grants for young academics who wish to continue a doctoral study in
Germany. For more details, please visit their website http://www.daad.or.th/en/19654/index.html

News from BALAC

BALAC has been promoting the love of learning and the habit of
reading in our students. One of our successful projects is the BALAC
Cultural Studies Reading Group established by Dr. Simon Turner.
The brain child of Ajarn Simon Turner, the group has been initiated 4
since late 2015 to formalise students’ reading time out-of-class and | spes -
offer opportunities to extend the analysis of core reading materials for st
Cultural Studies. The bonds built in the group between students and !
faculty have successfully added to a communal sense of belonging to
the BALAC program and wider Chulalongkorn University community.
Because reading is a process of constructing meaning, reading
strategies can only be learned through a real reading. In addition,
students must have the opportunity to hear the others’ interpretations,
opinions, and comprehension strategies which they can then go on
to use independently.

_ The group aims to be multidisciplinary, so we are keen to read texts about literature, music, film
# and media, fan cultures, puppet shows from the perspective of queer theory, anything. Whatever
the subject, we ask difficult questions about our academic and aesthetic assumptions, and about
the nature, meaning and purpose of culture and criticism. In the latest meeting (March 2015) we
| will be discussing Donna Haraway’s A Cyborg Manifesto: Science, Technology and Socialist-
Feminism paying particular attention to the nature of being, feminism, and the transcendence of
En ¢ Western-based identity ontologies. The group also aims to source books, articles, and journals
fh CYBORG MANIFESTO nt ~/ that can be contributed to the Faculty of Arts library (pending approval).
No= Most of us are or have been students, but anyone is welcome to join! For newcomers to the
subject who want a grounding in some of the key debates and perspectives, check out the
resources listed on the public Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/CUCSRG/. Most of the
group’s online pre- and post-meeting discussions happen in our Facebook group. This is where
we plan the meetings, texts or excursions, and post any other information related to our meetings.
Join us there, or if you have any questions feel free to contact main organiser, Ajarn Simon
Y Turner (simon.d@chula.ac.th). Participants are welcome to suggest supplementary readings,
however the discussion will be conducted under the assumption that the core texts have been
read. Participation is open to all.

_ <
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Time Event Location
(hours)

8.30-8.55
11.30-13.00

13.00-16.00

09:30-12:30

8.30-8.55

17.30-19.30

13.00-16.00

[Aksorn Patee or “Arts Talk” radio programme] “French-Thai
Simultaneous Interpretation in Thailand” / Dr Siriwan
Chulakorn (Dr Atiporn Sathirasut, Moderator)

[Research Affairs Section] Proposal Writing Methods for
ASEAN Studies Grant Application / Assistant Professor Dr
M.R. Kalaya Tingsabadh

[South Asian Languages Section] “An Overview of Literary
Forms and Styles in Sanskrit Literature” / Assistant Professor
Dr Pranee Lapanich

[Research Affairs Section] “How to Use EndNote to Manage
Bibliographical Data” / Guest Speaker from the Office of
Academic Resources

[Aksorn Patee or “Arts Talk” radio programme] “German Folk
Comedy (Part 1)” / Professor Dr Ampha Otrakul (Akra
Chowchong, Moderator)

[South Asian Languages Section] “Natayagita”: Indian Dance
and Music in Celebration of the 61st Birthday Anniversary of
HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn

[South Asian Languages Section] “The Relation between
Numerology and Astrology/Astronomy” / Aree Sawasdee

Aksorn Patee or Arts
Talk radio program,
C.U. Radio FM 101.5
MHz

Room 815 Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn Building

Room 601/27, Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn
Building

Room 711, Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn
Building

Aksorn Patee or Arts
Talk radio program,
C.U. Radio FM 101.5
MHz

Sodsai Pantoomkomol
Centre for Dramatic
Arts, 6th floor, Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn
Building

Room 708,
Boromrajakumari
Building




