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News from the International Affairs Section

A Visit by the Ambassador of the Czech Republic

The Czech Ambassador to Thailand, H.E. Vitézslav Grepl, Ph.D.,
his wife Renata Greplova, and Deputy Head of Mission Dagmar
Minafikova, visited the Faculty of Arts on January 19, 2016. Welcomed
by the Dean, the Ambassador and his team met with Assistant
Professor Charit Tingsabadh, Ph.D., Acting Director of the European
Center, and Verita Sriratana, Ph.D., Head of the Central and Eastern
European Studies Section, to discuss the organization of the Czech
Arts and Culture Week (February 15-19, 2016). The event will be
graced by the Ambassador’s talk on Vaclav Havel’s writings and there
will be screenings of important Czech films as well as a presentation
of comedy sketches by the B-Floor theater group, with the scripts
adapted from Jaroslav Hasek’'s The Good Soldier évejk, one of the
most celebrated Czech literary works.

Welcoming Universiti Malaya Students

On January 18, 2016, the Faculty Dean, Associate Professor Kingkarn Thepkanjana, Ph.D.,
welcomed a group of students from the Universiti Malaya (UM) as part of the Welcoming UM
Youth Exchange project, sponsored by the ASEAN Center of Chulalongkorn University. In this
project, 14 students from the UM, led by Associate Professor Hanafi Hussin, Ph.D., will spend
three weeks at the Faculty of Arts auditing courses offered both by the BALAC program and
the Department of English from January 18 to February 5. Presented at the orientation were
Associate Professor Surapeepan Chatraporn, Director of BALAC, Assistant Professor Patama
Attanatho, Head of the Department of English, as well as lecturers who kindly participated in
this project. This project is aimed to immerse the Malaysian students into the atmosphere of
Thai higher education. In return, Thai students will be expected to visit the UM in the future on
the same terms.

Founded in 1949, the UM is the oldest and arguably the best university in Malaysia with such
celebrated alumni as former prime ministers of Malaysia, Mahathir Mohamad, Ph.D. and Abdul
Razak Hussien. In 2015, the UM was ranked 146th in the QS World University Rankings and
1st among Malaysian universities.
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To celebrate the ties and friendship
between the Kingdom of Thailand
and the Czech Republic and to
commemorate the 22nd anniversary of
the occasion on which Vaclav Havel,
leader of the Velvet Revolution, the last
President of Czechoslovakia and the
first President of the Czech Republic,
visited Chulalongkorn University to
receive an honorary doctorate on 12
February 1994, the Central and Eastern
European Studies Section of the Centre
for European Studies at Chulalongkorn
University, in collaboration with the
Faculty of Arts and the Embassy of the
Czech Republic in Thailand, will hold
the Czech Arts & Culture Week between
Monday 15 February and Friday 19
February 2016. Atthe Opening ceremony,
rare photographs of King Rama VIl taken
during the remarkable royal visit to
Czechoslovakia and photographs taken
during Vaclav Havel's stay in Thailand
will be exhibited to the public, courtesy of
the Embassy of the Czech Republic. The
opening ceremony will feature lectures
and discussion of Havel's political and
aesthetic ideas as reflected in his writing.
The recent documentary of Havel’s life,
entitled “A Life in Freedom”, will also be
screened.

The highlight of the Czech Arts & Culture
Week will be the Thai mixed-media
stage adaptation of Jaroslav HaSek’s
1923 absurdist anti-war classic The
Fateful Adventures of the Good Soldier
Svejk During the World War. Directed
by Sasapin Sirivanij, core member
of the renowned B-Floor theatre, the
performance adopts and adapts its format
of presentation from Prague’s own Magic
Lantern (“Laterna Magika”) theatre which
famously seeks to synchronise theatrical
and film elements in its performances.
This performance at Chulalongkorn
University, which has been given the
named of “A (not so) Good Evening with
the (not so) Good Soldier Svejk”, will take
place on Thursday 18 February 2016
and will be hosted by the Embassy of the
Czech Republic.

All events are free of charge. For more
information on the Czech Arts & Culture
Week, please see the attached poster or
visit the Central and Eastern European
Studies Section facebook page: https://
web.facebook.com/CEESSChula/




Time Location
(hours)
Jan 22-24 The 9th International Conference of the Asian | Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Building

Association of Hispanists (IX Congreso
Internacional de la Asociacion Asiatica de
Hispanistas (AAH))

Jan 23 8.30-8.55 Spanish-Language Young-Adult Fiction Aksorn Patee or Arts Talk radio
in Translation/ Assoc. Prof. Sathaporn program, C.U. Radio FM 101.5
Tippayasak, Ph.D. & Asst. Prof. Pasuree MHz
Luesakul, Ph.D. (Moderator)

Jan 23 9.00-12.00 | (Department of English event) MA in English Room 401/18, Maha Chakri
Programme Open House Sirindhorn Building

Jan 28 12.00-13.00 | Praying and Physical & Spiritual Treatment/ The International Tipitaka Hall,
Associate Professor Preeda Tatsanapradit, Maha Chulalongkorn building, 2nd

M.D. floor.

9.00-12.00 | Creating Database for Data Collecting in the Room 304, Maha Chakri
Field of Humanities/ Sorakom Dissamana, Sirindhorn building
Ph.D.

Jan 29 8.30-8.55 ‘Translation into a Second Language’ by Aksorn Patee or Arts Talk radio

Kong Rithdee program, C.U. Radio FM 101.5
MHz

Jan 29 13.00-16.00 | (Department of Philosophy Lecture) “What Arts | Rm. 708, Boromrajakumari
is: Interested or Disinterested, That is the Building
Question!”/ Professor York Gunter

Jan 30 8.30-8.55 ‘Finisterre in Thai Translation, Winner of the Aksorn Patee or Arts Talk radio
Phraya Anuman Rajadhon Award’ by Asst. program, C.U. Radio FM 101.5
Prof. Pasuree Luesakul, Ph.D. & Asst. Prof. MHz
Penpisa Srivoranart, Ph.D. (Moderator)




