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“Youth is wasted on the young.” ???

article by Pornsawan (Tosanguan) Brawn Arts 37, Sydney - Australia

I am not so sure if I totally agree with George Bernard Shaw on this account, although I rather
like his paradoxical statement. As a young-er student (note I call myself a student which I still am —
“hanging out’ and “getting the
wisdom” from at the old Arts Building. Part of the fun of being an Arts student is that I realised it
was the age of discovery for me and for my other friends and classmates.

Once the excitement and novelty of being one of the Freshmen at the oldest university -
studying in the most beautiful building on campus have subsided, I have come to appreciate the beauty
around me. The beauty of youth and vitality of my new friends at Arts and the friendship that we will
nurture, the new learning discipline, the privilege of being taught by the scholars of our country at the
time — great names, great professors, wonderful experiences —obtained from both the extra and not so
extra-curricular activities, these memorable times have lingered after all these years.

no one is too old to learn), many of my best years were spent

ANTIIA (215U o / TASMENEIAANT

How can we forget the first moon landing being broadcast on TV in 1969? Professor Rong cancelled his history lecture on the
grounds that we should ourselves be witnessing history in the making. Of course a few friends and I chose to “witness” this by watching
TV at the Faculty of Engineering. How convenient was that? (and we were armed with a good excuse provided by our own professor of
History)? Being young and exuberant, we absorbed the joie de vivre with gusto.

For me - youth is not wasted on the young. Every day is a new day for a new Arts student of today as it is for our Alumni —
whether you live in Thailand or overseas. A 16th century Frenchman, Henri Estienne, said “si jeunesse savoit; si vieillesse pouvoit” ,and I

would like to add that if we maintain our level of enthusiasm at any age, we can both “savoit” and “pouvoit” -

this I have learnt from

being an Arts graduate and I owe it to everyone — my lecturers, professors, my friends and classmates and “Khun Pradit” who always
dutifully checked our attendance in the lecture theatres so that we would not run amok and cut classes too often. How my friends who have
become successful in their careers and personal lives and I myself (who am making a living from my English language skills — acquired
during my youthful years at Arts) cherish those years at our Alma mater! @

@»
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