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Welcoming Professor Grabowsky
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On September 19, 2019, Professor Volker Grabowsky, Ph.D., a famed scholar in Thai language and literature from
Hamburg University, visited the Faculty of Arts. Present at the meeting were Professor Kingkarn Thepkanjana,
Ph.D., Dean, Associate Professor Suradech Chotiudompant, Ph.D., Associate Dean, Associate Professor Trisilpa
Boonkhachorn, Ph.D., Thailand PENS President, Assistant Professor Namphung Patamalangura, Ph.D.,
Director of the Thai Studies Center, and Kanya Wattanagun, Ph.D. The discussion concerned possible future
collaborations with the focus on research partnership between the Thai Studies Center and Hamburg University’s

Asia-Africa Institute.

With an active MoU and an amicable rapport, the Faculty of Arts and Hamburg University have enjoyed more
than a decade of cooperation, especially in terms of student exchange. Faculty staff from the Faculty were also
invited to be guest lecturers, among them were Assistant Professor Prapod Assavavirulhakarn, Ph.D., former Dean

of the Faculty of Arts.
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Summer Program for Hiroshima University

During September 6-18, 2019, the Faculty of Arts welcomed 23 undergraduate students from Hiroshima University
for the Hiroshima University: Thai Start Program 2017. Under the theme, Global Perspectives and Challenges
from Bangkok and Chiang Rai, Thailand, the program was divided into a Chiangrai Part and a Bangkok Part.
The Chiangrai part was hosted by Mae Fah Luang University, while the Bangkok part, the Faculty of Arts,
Chulalongkorn University. The activities comprised Thai language classes, outings, workshops, and lectures
on Thai culture, economy, and politics. For the outings, the students got to visit international organizations in
Bangkok, namely, UNESCAP and JETRO. As for the cultural trips, the students visited the Museum of Thai
Education, Wat Pho, and Ayuthaya Historical Park. The workshop on How to Cook Thai Food took place at
the famous Suan Dusit International Culinary School. The program concluded with final group presentations by
the participants. Like the program with Ritsumeikan University, this program with the University of Hiroshima
has been organized annually for a number of years. It not only helps broaden the perspectives of the Japanese

students, but it also provides a good start for them to become global citizens.
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Summer Program
for Ritsumeikan University

During September 1-6, the Faculty of Arts welcomed students and staff from Ritsumeikan University,
Japan. The one-week program included lectures on the topics of Thai society and culture and Klong Toei
community. The field trips involved visits to Yakult (Thailand) Company Limited and Ayuthaya Province.
To conclude the program, the 30 students from different campuses of Ritsumeikan University conducted
6 group presentations. Throughout the program, the Japanese students were accompanied by 10 Thai
students. The program for Ritsumeikan students has been going on annually for a decade now. It has

successfully created a strong bond between Thai and Japanese students.
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SOKA University representatives visited
Chulalongkorn University

Friday, August 23, 2019, Chulalongkorn University President Professor Bundit Eua-arporn and Vice President
Professor Pironrong Ramasoota, together with representatives from the Faculty of Arts, the Faculty of Education,
and the Graduate School welcomed delegates from SOKA University, Japan. Led by Yasunori Tashiro, Chairperson
of the Board of Trustees, the delegates also included Kazuhiko Banno, Vice Chairman of Thai Soka Gakkai
International, Professor Larry MacDonald, Dean of the Faculty of International Liberal Arts, Professor Hiroki
Shimoide, Director of Global Core Center, and Emiko Takasuna, Director of SOKA Univerisity, Thai Office.

In addition to paying a courtesy visit, the delegates wished to strengthen the relationship by promoting more
research collaborations. Through the University level MoU, SOKA University is now working closely with the
Faculty of Education. The staff from the Faculty of Education visited SOKA University. A collaborative research
paper entitled A proposed model of school management based on the concept of human value and creating
global citizenship was also published. At the moment, SOKA University also has the Faculty level MoUs with the
Graduate School and the Faculty of Economics. The MoU with the Faculty of Education will be signed this year.
SOKA University is a private university established in 1971 by Daisaku Ikeda, an educator, philosopher, prolific
author, and a peace builder. The connection with Chulalongkorn University went far back to 1988 when Mr.
Tashihiro visited the University together with Professor Ikeda in 1988. In that trip, they also met with King Rama
the IX of Thailand.
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Meeting with Delegate from
Tohoku University

On Tuesday, September 10, 2019, Dean of the Faculty of Arts, Professor Kingkarn Thepkanchana, together

with Associate Dean, Associate Professor Suradech Chotiudompant and Assistant Dean, Assistant
Professor Nirada Chitrakara, met with Professor Kazuko Suematsu from Tohoku University. The main
purpose of the meeting was to discuss the Arts CU Summer Program. Professor Suematsu requested the
Faculty of Arts organize a Summer Program for Tohoku University students. The University had a summer
program with the Faculty of Arts, together with the Faculty of Economics in the past. This time, Professor
Suematsu would like only the Faculty of Arts to organize a three-week program for Tohoku students. The
amicable conversation eventually expanded to areas of further collaborations such as the staff and student

exchange programs.

The Faculty of Arts agreed to encourage more students to have their exchange experience at Tohoku
University because the University is very well-equipped to welcome international students. Tohoku
University established a special program for exchange students. The accommodation is also supported.
The highlight of the program is involvement within the community. The exchange students will get a
chance to stay overnight in Japanese houses with Japanese families.

Tohoku University, along with the University of Tokyo and Kyoto University, was recognized by the
Japanese Government in 2017 as Designated National University. This is due to its abilities to lead and

shape global education and research (tohoku.ac.jp/en/).

<)


http://tohoku.ac.jp/en/
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Talk on Ancient Cambodian Scripts by Trent Walker
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On September 11, 2019, the Department of Thai, with the support from the Henry Ginsburg Fund, hosted a talk
on Ancient Cambodian Scripts by Trent Walker, Ph.D., a Khyentse post-doctoral scholar. Dr. Walker shared
his study of the original versions of ancient Cambodian inscriptions found on palm-leaf and Thai leporello
manuscripts. The oldest manuscript was dated around 1707 CE. The contents encompass a wide variety of topics
including the Buddhist Bible, literature, manuals, law, etc. These manuscripts are still in need of not only attention,
but also further exploration, research, and studies. In addition to his talk, Dr. Walker also demonstrated different

styles of chanting, some of which are very rare in these days.
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