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Year 8, No. 5: 6 March 2016

Launch of CU-SITS

The Faculty of Arts is proud to launch its brand-new project, Chulalongkorn University Summer Institute for
Thai Studies (CU-SITS), aimed for international students and visitors wishing to further explore Thailand and
the Thai language. This four-week program scheduled in June this year will be the first of its kind in Thailand that
offers courses on both the Thai language and Thai studies on our relaxing campus. During a month-long program,
participants will not only take intensive language classes but also attend lectures in various topics relating to Thai
culture, history, politics, and economics, all delivered by well-known experts and scholars. In addition, activities such
as Thai cooking and excursions to neighboring provinces will also be organized for the enjoyment of multifaceted
Thai experience. More details can be found on its website: http://www.arts.chula.ac.th/cusits

COURSE DETAILS

Siamese Summer participants will enjoy our courses carefully » S m

designed for those who wish to begin learning more about la ese
Thailand. With a four-day week for a period of one month, students I | A )

will learn the fundamentals of Thai, which are offered on two i % ;u 7 ' l ' ' ler

different levels, as well as general courses on Thai studies, such as
Contemporary Thailand and Thai Religion.

Course Period: June 6 — 30, 2016
Orientation (tentative): June 3, 2016

BEGINNERS/ INTERMEDIATE THAI

(8 hours/week; 32 in-class hours in total)

INTRODUCTION TO THAI STUDIES

- The Amazing Thailand of Contradictions

- Feudalism and Trade: Foundations of the Pre-Modern Siamese State

- Travelers, Traders, and Migrants in the Cosmopolitan Heart of the
Crossroads of Civilizations

- Religion, Literature and the Arts: Discovering the Cultural Essence of
a Multifaceted Society

- Shifting Paradigms: Siam in the Era of Modernization

- Evolution of Modern Thai Politics

- The Political Economy of Thailand in the Age of Globalization

- All the Way Up to the Present: Democracy and Human Rights under
Military Rule

THAI RELIGION

- Introduction to Thai Buddhism — The Politics of the Religion of the
Majority

- Thai Buddhist Narratives: Legends, Literature, and Art

- Buddhist Meditation in Thailand

- Chinese Religions in Thailand: Mahayana Buddhism, Daoism, and
Confucianism

- Indian Religions in Thailand: Sources of Old Inspirations and
Invigorating Contemporary Practices . o

- Popular Religious Practices in Modern Thai Society Thal Studles Center

- Islam in Thailand: History, Tradition, and Conflict of the Largest
Religious Minority Room 401/20-21,

- The Remaining 1%: Christianity and the Rest Maha Chakri Sirindhom Building,
EXCURSIONS - In and Around Bangkok Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkom University
. The Old Capital of Ayutthaya Pathumwan Bangkok 10330 Thailand

. Nakhon Pathom: The Ancient Bastion of Buddhism in Siam

. The Grand Palace, Museum Siam, Wat Pho and Massage Class Tel: (66) 02 218-4862

. Vimanmek Throne Hall (Golden Teak Mansion) and Cooking Class Fax: (66) 02 218-4889

. Bangkok Chinatown — Museums, Temples, Street food,
and the Dark Side

thaistudies_chula@hotmail.com Chulalon gk orn Univer sity

Weekly Guest Lectures on Related Topics http://www.arts.chula.ac.th/cusits/ Summer Institute for Thai Studies




SIAMESE SUMMER
@ CU-SITS

Chulalongkorn University Summer Institute for Thai Studies
(CU-SITS) is now offering a one-month intensive course on Thai
language and culture. This Siamese Summer course in June is
ideal for students and interested persons wishing to learn the
basics of Thai as well as the general overview of Thai culture in
the immersive atmosphere at the heart of Bangkok.

O

Located in the new, vibrant city center of Bangkok,
Chulalongkorn University is one of the oldest institutes of
higher education. The Faculty of Arts, where the CU-SITS
originated, prides itself on the careful blending between the old
tradition of language and cultural learning and new, innovative
methodologies in the humanities. People participating in the
CU-SITS will enjoy the quiet, leafy atmosphere around the
campus’s oldest buildings, hidden behind the hustle bustle of
the city life that is not that far beyond.

EXCURSIONS

In addition, the Siamese Summer program will organize outings
to such neighboring provinces as Ayutthaya and Nakorn
Prathom, so that our participants will learn about Thai historical
heritage in situ, where old temples and ruins are still abundant,
each telling specific stories about life and soul in the yonder
times. Excursions may also include shorter trips in Bangkok,
such as an evening of Thai Chinese food sampling in the heart
of Chinatown and an afternoon of Thai cooking offered by food
specialists.

COSTS

The tuition fee (including accommodation) is USD2,500 for the
whole period of four weeks. Accommodation is arranged with
our CU I-House, a new, on-campus housing with amenities of
international standard.

Art Exhibition by Faculty Alumnus

Works by Wicharawish Akarasantisook, a Faculty alumnus, are now on display in the ‘Made in Paris?’
exhibition, sponsored by the French Embassy and the Office of Contemporary Art and Culture (OCAC). These
works, photographs and collages of pictures, wordings, and articles, were inspired by his six-month stay in Paris

when he was selected to attend the Cité Internationale de Arts in France.

The exhibition is now held at the Adler Subhachok Gallery until March 16, 2016.
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World Literature in Thailand

On February 15, 2016, the Faculty welcomed
Professor David Damrosch, Ph.D., Chair of the
Department of Comparative Literature, Harvard
University, who gave a talk on ‘World Literature,
National Markets’in Room 105, Maha Chulalongkorn
Building. Greeted by Faculty Dean Associate
Professor Kingkarn Thepkanjana, Ph.D., Professor
Damrosch stressed, in his first ever talk in Thailand,
how literature should be studied both in national and
transnational frameworks. He recounted how he first
read Lawrence Sterne’s Tristam Shandy and the
novel ironically led him to read those works penned
by such famous European authors as Rabelais, but
not those by Sterne’s compatriots. This led to his
belief that literary studies should not be restricted
to nationalist discourse, as its content transcended
national boundaries. He argued that world literature,
though initiated by Goethe some hundred years
ago, remained relevant as it functioned as a
window to the world, widening both the world-view
and the perspective of the reader. However, in the
contemporary world of intense globalization, we
could not ignore the forces of national markets,
as literary works were translated and adapted to
the taste and values of the host country. He gave
the example of Jamyang Norbu’s The Mandala
of Sherlock Holmes, in which Holmes was found
traveling in Tibet, as an exemplary case of how a
literary work was translated and entered the world
market. The covers of its translations as they
appeared in various countries, argued Damrosch,
reflected the complex reality, which exemplified how
local taste and the literary work interacted.

Damrosch’s talk was followed by a seminar on
‘World Literature in Thailand’, in which Damrosch
conversed with two literary comparatists, Associate
Professor Trisilpa Boonkhachorn, the PENS
Thailand Director, and Assistant Professor Phrae
Chittiphalangsri, Ph.D. The PENS Thailand Director
stressed how Thai literature had always been
international, with Ramakien borrowing heavily from
Ramayana, and earlier Thai fictions being modeled
after foreign works. Phrae Chittiphalangsri, on the
other hand, focused on the active role of translation
that helped with the creation of Thai canon.

Generously sponsored by the Thailand Research
Fund (TRF), the event was collaboratively co-
organized by the Department of Comparative
Literature and the Thai Humanities Research Forum
Program.




Time (hours)

Event

Location

15.00-18.00

[Italian Section] Workshop on “The Science of Narration: A
Bridge towards a Good Understanding of Italian Cultural
Legacy” / Giovanna Conforto

Room 304, Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn Building

12.00-13.00

[The Center of Folklore Research] The 6th Lecture on Folklore
on the topic of “German Folk Comedy” / Professor Dr Ampha
Otrakul

Room 708,
Boromrajakumari
Building

13.30-15.30

[South Asian Languages Section, in collaboration with Department
of Linguistics] "The Agency of Fine Arts and Sites in Brahman
and Buddhist Cultures” / Dr Wannasarn Noonsuk

Room 401/18, Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn
Building

15.00-18.00

[Italian Section] Workshop on “The Science of Narration: A
Bridge towards a Good Understanding of Italian Cultural
Legacy” / Giovanna Conforto

Room 304, Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn Building

8.30-8.55

[Aksorn Patee or “Arts Talk” radio programme] “Psychoanalytic
Terms for Literary Criticism” / Assistant Professor Dr Piriyadit
Manit (Assistant Professor Dr Thosaeng Chaochuti, Moderator)

Aksorn Patee or Arts
Talk radio program, C.U.
Radio FM 101.5 MHz

13.00-16.00

[South Asian Languages Section] “Revision of Ancient Texts” /
Boonteun Srivorapot

Room 601/3, Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn
Building

9.00-12.00

[Research Affairs Section] “How to use Nvivo in Qualitative Data
Analysis” / Dr Songphan Choemprayong and Dr Wachiraporn
Klungthanaboon

Room 711, Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn Building

12:00- 13:00

[International Tripitaka Hall] “The 3rd Life Experience Sharing
Session: Buddhism and Health Promotion” / Somkiat
Sangwattanaroj, MD

the International Tipitaka
Hall

09:30-12:30

[Research Affairs Section] “Case Studies of Research
Methodology in the Field of Humanities” / Assistant Professor
Dr Pittayawat Pittayaporn and Assistant Professor Dr Phrae
Chittipalangsri

Room 304, Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn Building

8.30-8.55

[Aksorn Patee or “Arts Talk” radio programme] “French-Thai
Simultaneous Interpretation in Thailand” / Dr Siriwan
Chulakorn (Dr Atiporn Sathirasut, Moderator)

Aksorn Patee or Arts
Talk radio program, C.U.
Radio FM 101.5 MHz

13.00-16.00

[South Asian Languages Section] “An Overview of Literary
Forms and Styles in Sanskrit Literature” / Assistant Professor
Dr Pranee Lapanich

Room 601/27, Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn
Building

09:30-12:30

[Research Affairs Section] “How to Use EndNote to Manage
Bibliographical Data” / Guest Speaker from the Office of
Academic Resources

Room 711, Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn Building

8.30-8.55

[Aksorn Patee or “Arts Talk” radio programme] “German Folk
Comedy (Part 1)” / Professor Dr Ampha Otrakul (Akra
Chowchong, Moderator)

Aksorn Patee or Arts
Talk radio program, C.U.
Radio FM 101.5 MHz

13.00-16.00

[South Asian Languages Section] “The Relation between
Numerology and Astrology/Astronomy” / Aree Sawasdee

Room 708,
Boromrajakumari
Building




