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Abstract

Generally, demographic data usually focuses on collection, study, and analysis of number
of population, households, age, gender, level of education, or income. The data is mainly used as
basic information on social studies. However, another dimension of demographic data, that is
language and culture, has not been received much attention. Language and culture are closely
bound up with humans. They both reflect the diversity of human thought and way of living in different
social groups in a certain area. This article proposes the study of society from dialect maps. These
dialect maps were parts of the previous research works which conducted by the integration between
linguistic and geographic knowledge. The discussion concluded that these dialect maps have the
potential to be used as an index (1) to measure the availability of people and settlements in the areas
and (2) to measure social changes in rural or local groups in Thailand. Based on the research study,
some noticeable points in accordance with the emphasis on these local/sub groups are also given.

Keywords: social study, dialect map, dialect geography, Geographic Information System (GIS)
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