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Mapping Dialect Region of Thailand :

a Case Study of the Borderlines of Central Thai Dialect

Sirivilai Teerarojanarat

M.R. Kalaya Tingsabadh

Abstract

Linguists have divided Thai dialects into four main groups - Northern Thai, Northeastern Thai, Central
Thai, and Southern Thai. Up to now studies and research projects attempting to create a map of Thai
dialect region covering the whole country are scarce. This article aims to present the resultant dialect
region of Thailand, focusing on establishing the lexical boundaries of the two Thai dialect regions,
Central and Non-central Thai. Dissimilar from others, analysis of data in this research was carried out
by integrating the Geographic Information System with the lexical analysis method in dialectology.
Two findings can be summarized as follows: (1) the created dialect boundaries were drawn consistently
on the basis of district boundaries, separating the areas of people speaking Central Thai between =
50% and < 50%; and (2) a comparison between the created dialect regions and the geographical regions
shows the incomplete coincidence of boundaries in most areas. The two types of areas however have

close proximity.
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