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SUTEEPA SUVICHANARAGUL: JAPANESE DISCOURSE IN STATEMENTS OF PURPOSE
FOR JOB APPLICATIONS WRITTEN BY THAI LEARNERS OF JAPANESE. ADVISOR:
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR ASADAYUTH CHUSRI, Ph.D., 132 pp.

The objectives of this study are to 1.study the structure of statements of purpose
for job applications by Thai learners of Japanese (TH) and 2.study the conjunctions used at
paragraph level and clause level in the statements of purpose for job applications by TH.
The research targets consist of 72 statements of purpose for job applications by TH who
majored in Japanese and 30 statements from Japanese native speakers (JP) who had an
experience of writing job applications. The data was collected by having the research
targets write a statement within 600 words. The structure analysis is based on Sakuma
(1998) while the conjunctions analysis is based on Ichikawa (1978). The results for objective
1 were that, TH mostly use “the structure that the main paragraph is mentioned at the
end of the text” which is the same as JP. On the other hand, there is a trend for TH to use
“the structure that the main paragraph is mentioned at the middle of the statement” and
“the structure that the main paragraph is mentioned partially in the statement”, while JP
do not use both. The results for objective 2 were that, at paragraph level, TH mostly use
additive conjunctions and causal conjunctions as same as JP do. However, in using causal
conjunctions, TH do not use conjunctions that conclude the contents, while JP use it the
most. In addition, at clause level, TH use additive conjunctions, causal conjunctions and
contrastive conjunctions the most, which are the same as JP. However, there is a trend
that TH overuse additive conjunctions as well as causal conjunctions, and misuse the

spoken-language conjunctions in the written texts.
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