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Distribution of the Karen in Myanmar and Thailand
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Background (2)
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+— Karen Settlement Areas and Population in Thailand (2002)
L4

< No. of
4 ; No. Province population
o 1 | Chiang Mai 138,447
2 Mae Hong Son 100,983
3 Tak 94,334
4 Kanchanabur 30,976
5 Lamphun 29,124
6 Ratchaburi 13,577
7 Phrae 8,298
8 Chiang Rai 6,456
9 Phetchaburi 4,011
10 | Lampang 3,969
11 Uthai Thani 3,382
12 Prachuap Khiri Khan 1,339
13 | Kamphaeng Phet 1,336
14 Suphan Buri 1,159
15 | Sukhothai 741
Total 438,131
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® Karen villages in the highlands

Above mean sea level
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Low High Producer: Department of Geography,
Data source: Courtesy of Ministry of Social Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University
Development and Human Security (for the Karen Linguistics Project)

Sponsor: The Thailand Research Fund (TRF) Date: 1 June 2010
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B Karen population in Thailand: 438,131
(Ministry of Social Development
and Human Security, 2002)
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Demical system
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Combined system

(Multiplicative and additive)
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Vowel harmony and tone sandhi In

N+NUM+CLF phrases
E.Kayah
‘one house’ hit! tgl meg3s3 (e-e)
‘one leaf” lel! tgl! gl (e-e)

‘one dog’

‘one lump of clay’
‘one ball of thread’
‘one patch of cloud’

‘one slice of cucumber’

thwill 8 dg33 (0-o0)
hell k1% tg™! plg ™t (o0-0)
lot tlll khl11 (u-u)

195°° |01l tIll bIll (i-i)
do33 gell tIll blll (1_1)
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Kayaw

chi! g ma® (a-a,LM)
lal! g% baH (a-a, ML)
thitt tr dr (9-9, LH)

hat! (% khig® (o-o, MM)
jut 4% khy®® (u-u, ML)
ta% 21l ti%% (5% khig® (o-0, MM)
i sall i khri#l (i-i, ML)
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Proto-Karen numerals (1)
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*E1aT [PTB *it, *kat, *g-t(y)ik (JM); *g-t(y)ik (PB); PSETB *ti2 (DB)]
PK * - (RJ)

*Kk=hnejA [PTB *g-nis (JM, PB); PSETB *s-ni2 (DB)]

PK * - (RJ)

- [PTB *g-sum (JM, PB); PSETB *c-sum? (DB)]

PK * - (RJ)
*itP<RIWiAEIWIA [PTB *b-ley, *b-lay (JM, PB); PSETB *b-le? (DB)]
PK *IWiT (RJ)

Ejat® [PTB *I-na ~ *b-na (JM); l/b-na (PB); PSETB *na? (DB)]
PK *paT (RJ)
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Proto-Karen numerals (2)

L}
2
v

4

*khrow? [PTB *d-ruk (JM, PB); PSETB *c-krok - (DB)]

PK * - (RJ)

RPAWEO*2AWEP [PTB *s-nis (IM, PB); PSETB *c-fi(k)?- (DB)]

PK *nwét (RJ)

“ [PTB *b-r-gyat ~ b-g-ryat (JM); b-r-gyat (PB); PSETB

*c-yett (DB)]
PK * - (RJ)

*KotP/*khwi? [PTB *d-kow ~ *d-gaw (JM); d-kow (PB); PSETB

*(?-) go? (DB)]
PK *- (RJ)
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Proto-Karen numerals (3)
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#chej? [PTB *ts(y)i(y) (PB); *ts(y)i(y) ~ tsyay (IM); PSETB *tsay! (DB)]
PK *chih (RJ)

*g-rja? [PTB *r-gya (JM, PB); PSETB *C-rya! (DB)]
PK *rja’ (RJ)

RGEthoNATRED? [PTB *s-toy, *s-rin (JM); PSETB *?- toy (DB)]

PK *- (RJ)



Proto-Karen classifers

CLF

CLF

CLF

CLF

+human] *bra”

-human +4-legged animal] *?do”

+animate +flat] *?baP

+animate +long] *?boNA

CLF [xanimate +round -big] *phlon®

CLF [fanimate +round +big] *hma#
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Conclusion (1)

= Numerals show various irregular
correspondence patterns resulting from vowel
harmony and tonal sandhi in NUM+CLF
phrases and also from language contact.

m Comparable fresh data collected by one person
helps make the reconstruction of PK numerals
and classifiers possible.
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Conclusion (2)

m PK numeral system is decimal (base-10) but
decimal and combined systems in modern
Karenic languages.

s Small numbers from 1-5 and big numbers:
10,100,1000, have been preserved quite well
In all Karenic languages.
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Conclusion (3)

= According to the Karen world view, SHAPE Is
more important than SIZE.

= \With neither [+human] nor [+4-legged mammal],
the rest of [+animate] and [-animate] share the
same classifiers, I.e. [+flat/1-dimension],
[+long/2-dimension] and [+round/3-dimension].
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